
Musical Musings – April 
 
This will be the first of a regular monthly blog that I should like to 
write,  keeping you abreast of all things musical at St Mary’s Church. 
 
Our month got off to a really good start with a very assured 
performance of Mozart’s delightful Missa Brevis in F (K192) that the 
choir sang on Easter Day, accompanied by strings. It always gives the 
music a lift when we add other instruments – and it is great to give 
the choir a chance to shine every now and then. Congratulations to all 
those choir members who sang solos so confidently and well. 
 
I am trying to gradually increase our repertoire as the choir gains in 
confidence. This month we shall be singing Wesley’s wonderful 
Easter-tide anthem, “Blessed be the God and Father’ – always a 
favourite amongst choristers. But did you know that when Wesley 
originally wrote it for the choir of Hereford Cathedral where he was 
organist, he only had a set of boy choristers and one man – and he 
was the Dean’s Butler! Wesley had to fill the rest in himself on the 
organ.  
 
We are also learning a new setting of the evening canticles by John 
Ireland. 
 
On the first Sunday of May, - Sunday 6th – we are going to start a new 
initiative by having an “Open” Choral Evensong. The idea is to 
encourage singers from around the area who enjoy singing Evensong 
but don’t have time to make a regular commitment, to come and join 
us for a short rehearsal and Evensong. We are planning to do this on 
the first Sunday of every month. So we shall all meet at 4pm and 
rehearse. A cup of tea will be served at 6pm for thirsty singers before 
the start of Evensong at 6.30pm. Music by Smith, Stanford and Bob 
Chilcott in the first one.  Do make a note in your diary. 
 
Simon Lole 


