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MINUTES OF THE PARISH CHURCH OF ST. MARK’S 

 ANNUAL MEETING HELD ON SUNDAY 8TH MARCH 2020 

 

The meeting opened at 11.30 a.m. and was preceded by Sung Eucharist. Revd John thanked everyone 

for staying after the service for the meeting. 
 

Present: The Very Revd John Mann (Chairperson)   

Margaret Chinchen (Churchwarden) and 14 members of the congregation. 
 

1.  Apologies:  Anne Roper (Churchwarden) Olive Barrow, John and Jenny Lazenbury, David and 

Suzanne Hudson, Liz Phillips 
 

2. Minutes of last AGM held on Sunday 10th March 2019 

The minutes of the 2019 AGM were circulated prior to the meeting. The draft minutes had been 

agreed at the June 2019 Church Committee meeting and verified by those present today and 

therefore signed by the Chairperson as a true record.    
 

3.  Matters Arising: None 
 

4.  Election of Churchwardens for 2020/2021: 

Two nominations had been received prior to the meeting. It was agreed by all present that the 

following persons be elected to serve as Churchwardens and taken to the APCM for approval. 

1) Margaret Chinchen - Prop. J. Pipe/Sec. M. Wadley   

2) Anne Roper – Prop. M. Chinchen/Sec. J. Pipe 
 

5.  Election of Church Officers for 2020/2021: 

a) PCC Representative – One nomination had been received prior to the meeting.  It was agreed 

by all present that the following person be elected to serve as PCC representative for St. 

Mark’s and taken to the APCM for approval. (Julian Owen and John Lazenbury are within their 

term of office and do not require re-election)  

1) John Way – Prop. M. Chinchen/Sec. M. Wadley 
 

b) Church Committee – Two nominations had been received prior to the meeting. It was agreed 

by all present that the following people be elected to serve on the committee. (Janet Enoch, 

Audrey Pembroke and Uta Keats are within their 3 year term of office and do not require re-

election) 

1) Colin Burgess – Prop. M. Chinchen/Sec. M. Marchant 

2) Joanna Penley – Prop. M. Chinchen/Sec. Anne Roper  
 

c) Deanery Synod – Two nominations had been received prior to the meeting.  It was agreed by 

all present that the following people be elected to serve on the Deanery Synod and taken to 

the APCM for approval. 

1) Margaret Wadley – Prop. J. Pipe/Sec. J. Owen 

2) Anne Roper – Prop. M. Chinchen/ Sec. J. Owen 

 

      

6. Non-elected Officers: 

The Church Representation Rules no longer require the names of the Churchwardens Assistants to go 

to the APCM for approval but for information the following are recorded: 
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Churchwardens’ Assistants: Marion Marchant, Suzanne Hudson, David Hudson,               

Bob Walters, Gerrard Jenson, Jill Pipe, Julian Owen, 

Sarah Bamber, John Way 

 

The following people will also serve the church in the coming year: 

 

Director of Music:    David Fawcett 

Sacristan:       Marion Marchant 

Verger:       Margaret Chinchen 

Assistant Verger:      Margaret Wadley 

Lay Pastoral Assistant:     Margaret Chinchen 

Electoral Roll Officer:     Marion Marchant 

CTSD Representative     Vacant 

Communicare:      Uta Keats 

Bible Society:      Vacant 

Christian Aid:      Anne Roper  

DBS Verifier:      Margaret Chinchen 

Parish Safeguarding Officer:    Margaret Chinchen 

Health & Safety Advisor:     Margaret Chinchen 

Church Room Bookings:     Margaret Chinchen 

 

Revd John Mann thanked everyone for their contribution to the life of St. Mark’s Church. 

  

7. Church wardens Report: 

The written report had been circulated prior to the meeting and accepted by those present. 

Margaret Chinchen made the following addition to the report: 

a. Various accounts are held on behalf of St. Mark’s Church and the balances at 31.12.2019 were 

as detailed below.  It was noted that from the Church and Hall fund the amount of £120 as a 

top up was given to bolster the flower fund, and this year a new vacuum cleaner, toaster and 

coffee machine purchased.  Using this funds saves us from asking for funds from the PCC. 

 

Coffee & Refreshment Fund  £1190.00 

Church and Hall Fund   £  880.00 

Choir Fund     £  300.00 

Toddler Group    £    95.23 

Flower Fund     £   124.35 

Summary of receipts & payments  £2749.00 

 

b. Church Finance – The PCC have been able to pay the Parish share in full to the Diocese for 

this year. St. Mark’s giving target for 2019 was £16,131 but the actual total achieved was 

£18,063. Thank you to everyone who has reviewed their giving, especially through PGS in the 

past year to enable us to achieve this and if you are able to review this annually it will be a 

great help in meeting the demands of our expenditure. Revd John underlined how important 

our giving is to sustaining the work in the Parish and thanked everyone for their support 

through giving. 
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8. Committee Meetings, Electoral Roll, Toddler Group, Social Group Reports: 

The written reports had been circulated prior to the meeting and accepted by those present. Two 

more applications to join the Electoral Roll had been received.  If anyone else would like to be 

included in the roll please complete a form or talk to Marion Marchant or one of the Churchwardens. 

 

9. Clergy Report: 

a) The written report had been circulated prior to the meeting and accepted by those present. Revd 

John said his report comes with sincerity and thanks for all that is done by many for St. Marks and 

the Parish.  The really big difference has been the arrival of Revd Solveig Sonet who is making a big 

impact.  We look forward to her Ordination at the end of June.  During the course of the year the 

worship, and our connection with both the school and community has strengthened and will continue in 

the year to come.  Revd Solveig living in Bell Street is a big bonus.  St. Mark’s CE Primary School has 

gone through an encouraging period.  The children come to the church as much as possible, just 

recently Key Stage 2 for a service on Ash Wednesday and in the coming weeks will be in church 

before they break up for the Easter holidays.  Revd John thanked Revd Solveig for all she is doing at 

St. Mark’s.  She has already taken some funerals and is preparing to officiate at her first wedding 

later in the year.  We look forward to Revd Solveig celebrating Holy Communion here and are grateful 

for her ministry.  Revd John thanked the church family of St. Mark’s for maintaining this church in 

Herston which is key to our ministry to the community. 

 

b) Mike Keats asked if the suggestion at the last AGM of an envelope scheme to the local community 

had been followed up.  ACTION – Agenda item for consideration at the June Committee meeting. 

 

c) Sarah Bamber thanked the congregation of St. Mark’s on behalf of the Treasury Team for their 

increase in giving which has helped reduce the amount of manpower hours required.  Money given 

through the ‘plate’ is still gratefully received. She commended the voluntary work undertaken to keep 

the church in order through gardening, cleaning and flowers and so does not make demands on the 

Parish finances.  Revd John thanked Sarah for all she does for the parish as PCC Treasurer.  After 

the next meeting of the PCC a new group is being set up to look at how our income is being used and 

how we can reduce expenditure. 

 

10. Any other Business 

a) Uta Keats suggested to boost the flower fund every two months people could be encouraged to 

contribute £1.  Donations can also be made for flowers in memory of a loved one or special occasion.  

ACTION – Agenda item for consideration at the June Committee meeting. 

b) Anne Johnson, who has been organising the church flowers for over 20 years, will be stepping down 

at the end of May.  Anne Roper and Marion Marchant have agreed to take on the role between them.  

Margaret Chinchen expressed our thanks to Anne for all she had done over the years, a formal thank 

you will follow at a later date. 

. 

11. Date of next meeting – To be agreed by the Church Committee    

 

The Revd John Mann thanked everyone for attending. The meeting closed at 11.52 a.m. with the 

Grace. 
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