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To advertise in

please contact
the Parish Secretary

Mrs. Karon Quirey
Parish Office, St. Mary’s Rooms

(421117)
email: swanage.team@btconnect.com

CHURCH ALIVE!

We buy all kinds of cars, bikes, campers & vans for cash at a time to suit you.  Trading in
elsewhere? ‘We can usually offer more. Halcyon Motors Ltd is a friendly, family run, local
business and we will happily come to you. Impartial advice is offered free with no obligation!
Buying? Visit www.halcyonmotors.co.uk to see ‘warts and all’ descriptions and photos of
our current stock.  Warranties with all cars.  Part exchange welcome.
Don MacLeod: 01258 839 209 or 07782 189555 (Mon-Sun 8am-9pm)

. . . but can’t face the hassle?
Selling a car . . .

mailto:davisr5@sky.com
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Team Rector - Revd Dr Ian Bird
The Rectory, 12 Church Hill

Swanage BH19 1HU
01929 422916

Team Vicar - Vacancy until  July 2023
For matters relating to All Saints' contact:
Tim Silk, Cosy Cottage, Ulwell, Swanage,

BH19 3DG (423931 or 07708 668357)
email: allsaintsswanage@gmail.com

Resident Priest - Revd David Richards
(Responsible for St Mark’s Church Herston)

             Tel: 01929 424271 / 07779079844
            Email: rev.dave456@gmail.com

          1 Marsh Way, Swanage, BH19 2TE

Resident Priest - Revd Tony Higgins
(Responsible for St Nicholas Church Studland)

The Old School House, School Lane, Studland BH19 3AJ (450691)
email: revtonyhiggins@btinternet.com

Youth Minister – Berno Vierbergen
2 Rempstone Cottages, Rempstone, Corfe Castle

youthministerswanage@gmail.com

Director of Music (St Mary’s) - Simon Lole
Email: simon@simonlole.com     Mobile: 07888 653529

Verger (St. Mary’s) - Ray Davis
Email davisr5@sky.com Mobile:07739 064222

Parish Secretary – Mrs. Karon Quirey
Parish Office, St. Mary’s Rooms (421117)

 email: swanage.team@btconnect.com
Tuesdays and Wednesdays: 9.00 am - 5.00 pm

Fridays: 9.00 am - 4.00 pm; Lunch: 1.00 pm - 2.00 pm

‘Church Alive!’ Parish Magazine Editor – Mrs. Jane Cooper
Dinosaur Footprints, 21 Townsend Road, Swanage BH19 2PU (423591)

email: dinofoot@hotmail.co.uk

‘Church Alive!’ Distribution Manager – Mrs. Karon Quirey
Parish Office, St. Mary’s Rooms (421117)

mailto:davisr5@sky.com
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This month we celebrate a really special birthday. Yes, on 28th May it’s
Pentecost – the birthday of the Christian Church! Every birthday
party needs some preparations, so, as a warm-up to the birthday

celebrations, we have Ascension Day, on 18th May.

Ascension and Pentecost go together. Ascension marks the end of
the Resurrection appearances of Jesus; “he was taken up to Heaven”
(Acts 1:9). The disciples are told to: “wait for the gift I told you about”,
Acts 1:4). Maybe they remembered that Jesus had promised “you will
not be left all alone” (John 14:18). The disciples had learned to trust
Jesus, so they waited. They did not have long to wait! 10 days later, on
the day of the Jewish feast of Pentecost, Jesus’ promise was fulfilled,
and they, together with all the believers, “were filled with the Holy
Spirit”, (Acts 2:4), and the Church was born.

There are so many things to notice about the events of Pentecost.

· The believers were “all together in one place”; a powerful
reminder that God’s purpose for his Church is unity – we are all
part of the same party

· The “tongues of fire spread out and touched each person there”;
God’s Spirit is given to all believers, not just a special few – the
party is for everyone

· Jerusalem was packed with “religious men from every country in
the world”, there to celebrate the feast of Pentecost. There was
a party atmosphere in the city, and God chose exactly the right
time and place for what was to happen next…..

What happened next was truly amazing. The believers began to
speak, “about the great things God has done”, “as the Spirit enabled
them”, and all the hearers heard them speak in their own languages!

The Revd David Richards writes …
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Not surprisingly, a crowd of excited, interested, and questioning people
gathered, giving Peter a ready-made audience for his brilliant, inspired,
sermon, which ultimately led to 3,000 people being baptised on that
same day.

The Church born at Pentecost was a Church confident in the
message of the Gospel. Pentecost shows us a Church which was
outgoing with the clear message that Jesus was the Risen Messiah and
Lord, able to forgive sins and offer new life in God’s Spirit. Above all,
Pentecost shows us a Church which was able to communicate with
people of all nations and backgrounds, because it was a Church
speaking God’s message in the power of God’s Spirit.

The birthday party is still going on, and the guest of honour is still
with us! Jesus did not, and has not, left us all alone. He sent, and still
sends, his Holy Spirit, as he promised. This Spirit makes Jesus present
to us, and, through his work in us, shows Jesus to the world around us.

Is it really that simple? Yes, and No! Yes, because our job is simply to
be the instruments for his Spirit to fill, and to use, to proclaim the Good
News of Jesus. No, because we are often too full of ourselves, our own
ideas, and our own ways of doing things, to listen to the leading of
God’s Spirit. The greatest lesson of Pentecost is that when the
believers let the Spirit lead them to do things His way, everything
worked, and the Church grew.

As we celebrate the Church’s birthday at Pentecost, let’s pray for
unity, for God’s Spirit to be free in each of us, for God to give us the
right things to say and do, in the right place, at the right time. Maybe we
can all celebrate by joining in the Churches Together Pentecost
Gathering at 3pm on 28th May, and making that a great party!

 David Richards



6

ST MARY’S DIARY FOR MAY 2023

Sat 13th   7.30pm Concert:  Belvedere Singers

Sun 21st    6.30pm ‘Come & Sing’ Choral Evensong with
    Mark Shepherd

Weekly Services/Events:

Sundays        8.00 am  Holy Communion Rite 1
          10.30 am  Sung Eucharist

10.30 am           Junior Church for primary age children
         6.30 pm       Choral Evensong

Weekdays       8.00 am       Morning Prayer (Monday to Saturday)

Tues   2.30pm All Things Bright & Beautiful
  (particularly suitable for those living with
  dementia or any kind of special need,
  and their carers)

Weds 10am-12.30pm T-Pot in the Rectory Classroom
 11.00am Holy Communion

(every final Weds with Healing)

Fri   5.45pm Junior Choir practice
           6.30pm   Adult choir practice

ST MARY’S NOTES

It’s three years since Covid restrictions required
us to close the church and we were not allowed
to hold services in church until well after Easter
2020.  This year, we are back in more “normal”
church life, with no social distanced seating required (but still available
for those who wish), Communion in both kinds, “ashing” on Ash
Wednesday, all the Easter services restored – but have things
changed?
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The answer must be “yes” since things always change, even if so slowly
that we don’t notice.  Looking back on old pictures and plans of the
church it’s easy to see that what we take for granted now was
sometimes a major change that took a while to become the norm.

The mid-point of Lent passed, marked by the brief appearance of
flowers in the church on Mothering Sunday.  It’s also still sometimes
called Refreshment Sunday, a little respite from the penitential nature
of Lent.  We moved on through Lent to Holy Week which saw the usual
Maundy Thursday evening Eucharist and the Good Friday “three hours
before the cross” and the Vigil service on Easter Eve.  But there were
two changes, two new things: Sung Compline on Holy Tuesday and a
Vigil after the Eucharist until 10.30pm on Maundy Thursday.
Sometimes change can be good!  The extra contributions by St Mary’s
Choir culminated in Mozart’s Sparrow Mass as the music at our
10.30am Eucharist on Easter Day.  A big “thank you” for the hard work
by the choir and to all who prepared the church and provided floral
decorations.

We continue the season of Easter for 40 days until we commemorate
the Ascension, this year on May 18th. Luke writes in the first chapter of
Acts that  Our Lord “presented himself alive to them by many
convincing proofs, appearing to them over the course of forty days and
speaking about the kingdom of God”. Our Sunday readings in Easter
explore Christ’s post-resurrection appearances and the promise of a
future resurrection.

Ten days after Ascension Day we reach the end of the “Great Fifty
Days”, the Resurrection of Christ and all that means for us, leading to
the launching of the Church and its mission, on Pentecost.

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Avril Harris, Churchwarden
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ST MARK’S NOTES

DIARY DATES FOR MAY 2023

May 2  7.00pm  Bible Study at St Mark's.
May 7  10.00am Holy Communion
May 14  10.00am Holy Communion
May 16  7.00pm  Bible Study at St Mark's.
May 18  Ascension Day. Service at St Mary's 7.30pm.
May 21 10.00am  Holy Communion
May 28 Celebration Service for Pentecost.
May 30 7.00pm  Bible Study at St Mark's.

Choir rehearsal Mondays 6.15 - 7.00 pm. Look for notices relating to bank
holidays 1, 8, 29 May.
Prayer and Share  Wednesdays 10.00 am – 10.45 am.

I am writing this on Holy Saturday, immediately following Good Friday and in
the period of expectation as we await Easter Morning and the glorious news
of the Resurrection of our Saviour. By the time you get this copy of Church
Alive we will be looking forward to the next two great festivals of the church –
Ascension Day (18 May and Pentecost (28 May) If after this sequence  you feel
that you need to get your breath back, after Trinity Sunday on 4 June, we enter
what the Church of England, rather dismissively, calls “Ordinary Time” and
apart from our celebration of the Harvest, there are no more major Festivals
until Christ the King and Advent Sunday in November and December.

All this, of course, follows the
period of Lent, which, for some of
us, was a very good time of
fellowship and stimulation, as we
met with members of other
churches for Lent lunches and the
ecumenical Bible Studies which
were referred to in the April
edition of this magazine. Lent drew
to a close with our series of
services in Holy Week as DaveHelpers at St Mark's Lent Lunch who also

included Revds Dave and John
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Richards, John Cooper and Margaret Williams led us in meditation on some of
the parables Jesus told in his last week on Earth, followed by a time of
traditional night prayer.
As I write, I am looking
forward to meeting with
others on the beach at 6.00
am on Easter morning for our
sunrise service. We can
celebrate Easter anywhere of
course, but aren’t we
fortunate to have the
opportunity to do so in an
area with surroundings which
give such a glorious
demonstration of God’s
goodness!

After a “mountain-top” (or perhaps beachfront) experience, we have to come
back down to earth and our lives must go on in a world which is torn by
distress of all sorts; most of us know those who are suffering because of the
financial restrictions of which we are all too conscious, there are those still
mourning loved ones lost during the Covid outbreak and the news continues
to make us aware of the ongoing situations of warfare, natural disasters and
the looming effects of climate change.  I hope that the reminders we have had
during the great  festivals of the sacrificial and strengthening love of God have
inspired us to trust in him, in spite of what is thrown at us.  Those who find
comfort and support in prayer may like to be reminded of the group of us who
meet at St Mark’s at 10am on a Wednesday morning. You do not have to be
one who feels comfortable with speaking a prayer out loud – just come to
listen to the prayers of others, to join in the Amen or to pray silently.  I have
to say at this point that, until relatively recently, a regular member of our
Prayer and Share group was our dear friend Margaret Wadley who we miss so
much.  By the time this magazine has been circulated, her funeral will have
taken place and we will have remembered one whose faith, concern for
others and trust in the power of prayer were so evident.

The business of the Church continues and at the end of April came our Annual
Parochial Church Meeting.  Unless something unforeseen has happened,
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those members of St Mark’s who were nominated for various posts at our
Annual Meeting in March will have been confirmed in their roles and Anne and
I will be able to thank you for having the confidence in us to entrust us with
being your churchwardens for another year.   We will try not to let you down,
but do let us know if there is any matter concerning the running of the church
which you would like to raise with us.  In my other job as Parish Treasurer, I will
have had to make it clear to the APCM that, in common with many (perhaps
most) parishes in the country, our finances have taken a “bashing” from a
number of factors: Covid, the general financial situation and the changing
demographics of our congregation but we trust in a faithful, generous, loving
God, and a way of tackling it will be found.

So the days get longer, the visitors to Swanage come back and we look forward
to the Summer.  Will there be a prolonged hot spell like last year, or something
more changeable?  We wait to see! Watch out for information about more
social events through the spring and summer; some of them will be held in the
church garden and you will be able to admire David and Tony's wonderful work!

John Way
Churchwarden

 ‘The Big Help Out’
As my small effort in support of our King Charles's venture, encouraging us
all to take up some new voluntary work on "Help Out Monday",  I send out
an invitation to any parent who is coping with the the traumatic death of
their son or daughter, (any age),  to come and join me for a "Coffee and
Share" morning, and maybe a cake or two!
You would be welcome at 12a Mowlem Court, Rempstone Road, on
Monday May 8th from 10.30 onwards.( 0752 333 8345 )
Lets hope its fine to use the balcony!
 Having been involved in running bereavement evenings for parents, in our
home, over many years since 1984,( long before my own dear son died),
I'm wondering if there may be grieving fathers and mothers who may like
to come that morning. Maybe bring photos.
As Our Lord Jesus, dying on the cross, commended His mother and His
friend, into each other's care, in facing their bereavement, may we follow
His lead.

  Jane Eastgate
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Psst …. Have you heard? St. Aldhelm: An exciting day of music,
theatre, crafts and worship!

On 20 May at  Sherborne  Abbey at 10am,
Bishop Karen and others will be celebrating the
life and memory of St. Aldhelm with an exciting
day of music, theatre, crafts and worship.

The day will consist of a Medieval Fayre held
on the green outside Sherborne Abbey, groups

from local schools and churches will be demonstrating the spirit of St.
Aldhelm and reflecting who they are with a host of stalls and short
performances of music, mime, or recital. At 3pm in the Abbey there will be
a celebration of St. Aldhelm, a remembrance of him, and a rededication for
us to the importance of his ministry. The service will feature a precession
of banners from all churches, schools and organisations present.

Do come and support it! The event is free, donations gratefully accepted.

Any Questions?
A date for your diary!

Do come and hear Rebecca Fell
‘Where do you come from? And where are you now?’

All Saints’ Church, 5 Redcliffe Road, Swanage
On Wednesday 17th May

             Doors open at 6.30pm (coffee/tea) presentation from 7pm

Rebecca Fell is the Chief Executive Officer of the Bournemouth based ICN
(International Care Network). This is a Christian charity which exists to
support asylum seekers, refugees and other vulnerable migrants from all
faiths and backgrounds to rebuild their lives in the UK.
This promises to be a most interesting session and an opportunity to hear
from an organisation that is dealing first hand with what is a very live and
challenging public policy issue of today.

All are welcome.

For more information please contact: David S Williams
d.stephen.w1@gmail.com

01929 427798 or 07803 939781
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Regular Sunday services

8.00 am: Holy Communion
9.00 am: Breakfast@9
10.30 am: Family Worship
6pm: Open Worship 14th & 28th May

All Saints Calendar

Morning Prayer Monday to Friday 8.15am
Art Workshop  Friday mornings from 10am
Monday Prayer  7pm – currently on Zoom
House Groups x 5 Contact Tim if you would like to join a group
Coffee Pot  Thursdays from 10.30am

All Saints Notes

This month’s article is a letter from
Revd Jo Levasier, our new Team Vicar,
who joins us in July.  Jo wrote the
letter on 14th April.

Dear friends,

I have just led my last services in
Burpham on Easter day, and I thought
a little introduction would be helpful
as my arrival in Swanage finally draws
near (thank you for your patience!)

As you will probably be aware, I am
still here in Guildford because my
daughter Grace is doing her A levels,
which finish in mid-June.  My

induction is planned for Thursday 6th July and Joshua, Grace and I will be
moving down to Swanage at the end of June. You should meet the children
over the summer, but they will only be based in Swanage in the holidays as
Joshua is in his second year at Durham University studying English and Grace

www.allsaints-swanage.org
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is hoping to be studying Business Management at Bath or Bristol University in
the Autumn. Josh is a percussionist and drummer so you may encounter him
behind a kit in a service some time.

As far as my own story goes, I grew up in a village outside Guildford in Surrey
and went to school in Guildford. At this point church was not really a part of
our family life; my grandparents were all committed church goers but my own
family were very much occasional visitors. Then, when I was in the sixth form,
someone broke their leg on a skiing holiday and I suddenly found myself one
of two girls in the local boys’ school play. I made lots of new interesting
friends who invited me along to a church youth group open meeting where
people were sharing their testimonies. For the first time (or at least the first
conscious time!) I heard people talking about knowing God personally, rather
than just knowing about God. The light went on! I instantly knew that this was
the missing piece – I could know God. I threw myself into the youth group and
evening service and my journey began.

Amusingly, I can recall thinking “how on earth do grown-ups manage to be
Christians without a youth group to go to.” Clearly, I discovered the way! That
first summer I went along to a CYFA summer camp which became an
important part of my Christian journey: I went twice as a member and then
for about 10 years as a leader, ending up being part of the small leadership
team. I also went along to Spring Harvest as a steward, something I was
greatly blessed by for many years as a steward, punter, parent and youth
leader.

I went off to study Natural Sciences at university (Cambridge) specialising in
Pharmacology in my final year, but realising that science labs were not my
thing (I loved the theory but not the practice). I got a job with BP. Having
gone straight to university from school I decided to see if I could do a gap year
first. BP were up for me having a gap year and so I applied to Careforce, who
sent people to work in urban priority areas in the UK. I found myself working
for a church in Corby in Northants; the only place in England that had its own
highland games and very strong Glaswegian accents.

It was definitely a challenging year but, by the end, I knew this was what I
wanted to do. But first I thought it would be good to know what working in
the “real world” would be like and so I went off to BP where I spent 5 years
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working for the UK retail division (that’s petrol stations to the rest of the
world). I enjoyed my time there but when the project I was involved in at BP
came to a close, I realised that I didn’t really care how much money BP
made, and it was time to go back to the church. I persuaded BP to make me
redundant to pay for a one-year course called the Cornhill Training Course,
run by the Proclamation Trust.  I was still unsure of my next role and
explored teaching but God made it clear I was supposed to be doing church
work. I explored some options and kept asking “where is the bit with youth
and children”, but I didn’t think I fitted the bill of a youth worker - all the
ones I knew were male and trendy…

However, the curate from my Careforce days was now a vicar outside
Taunton and so I applied for a youth and children’s work post there, got it
and spent 4 very happy years in Trull. At the end of that time James (another
local youth worker) and I got married and we moved to Beckenham so I
could take up the post of lay Associate Minister there. It was a complicated
and difficult time so after 6 months we looked for a job together.  That led us
to job share the post of youth and children’s minister at Christchurch
Guildford for 6 years, during which we had our two children Joshua and
Grace and both separately explored ordination.

We were both accepted and headed off to Wycliffe to study with a 2 and 4
year old. We were the only married couple with kids training together at
college and many times I asked myself, why exactly am I doing this now:
there are lots of other capable mums very involved in lay ministry – why!?
But the truth was I felt I had to, this was who God had made me to be and,
despite the hard work, it felt like the right choice.

James and I job shared our curacy at Ashtead parish in Surrey; at the time, a
busy local parish with 9 different services in the week, so a great place to
experience a wide range of service styles and approaches. We then took on
our first parish in Burpham, Guildford in September 2012. It was a bit of
contrast to Ashtead: from 40 staff (albeit many part-time) to a 2-hours-a-
week church secretary! But God is good, and it has been a brilliant adventure
working with a local church and partnering with other similar local churches
in Guildford. I have particularly loved all my involvement in creative worship,
youth and children’s work, holiday clubs, and of course with lots of very
precious individuals.
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How I ended up applying for the role in Swanage is a whole other story which
I will save for a different time, but suffice it say that it could only be God who
has brought this all together, and so I am very excited to be able to come and
join you all this summer.  I am really looking forward to both aspects of the
new role -working in All Saints and the wider parishes of Swanage and
Studland as well as getting involved in our local church schools. Those
involved with youth and children’s ministry across the country are very clear
that the church needs to engage more with schools and work harder to take
Christ to them, rather than expecting young people to just turn up at church,
so this is a good opportunity to try and draw church and school more closely
together.

When not in church or school, you will find me out on the coast path, ideally
with a dog (although my new puppy Maisie, a black Labrador, has a bit of
growing to do before she can join me) or sharing a cup of coffee / glass of
wine with friends (or a good book!) I have always been inspired by how Paul
describes his ministry in 1 Thessalonians 2v8 “Because we loved you so much,
we were delighted to share with you not only the gospel of God but our lives
as well.” I am very much looking forward to getting to know you all and
sharing life with you as we partner together as God’s church.

With every blessing

Revd Jo Levasier

PS Several of you have asked after my husband, James, and his potential role
in Swanage.  I need to let you all know that James will not be coming to
Swanage with me, as we have sadly come to the extremely difficult decision
to separate.  Please be assured that no one else is involved, and that this
decision has not been reached lightly.  Consequently, it will be myself, Joshua
and Grace (and Maisie the puppy) who will be moving to be with you in July.  I
look forward to being with you all soon.
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How many of our clergy team do you recognise? There is a wild card among them!

Time for a quiz!
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How many of our clergy team do you recognise? There is a wild card among them!

Answers on
page 27

Time for a quiz!
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St Nicholas Parish News

Our Good Friday Music and Meditation was
greatly appreciated by all who attended.
Special thanks go to Ian Pillow our
choirmaster and the choir who led our
reflections beautifully. The gnarled cross
which has dominated  the North Door in St
Nicholas for several Easters reminded us of
the suffering of Jesus on the cross. The lilies
which appeared on Easter Sunday reminded
us of the new life that Jesus enables us to live.
The joy of the capacity congregation
celebrating the resurrection was evidence of

a revived spirit. It was a joy to see so many children and young families in the
congregation. The children's excellent behaviour was rewarded with an
Easter egg generously donated by one of the congregation.

Energised by the joy of Easter we look forward
to the Spring and Summer months and the
events we have planned. We will be welcoming
Bishop Karen, Bishop of Sherborne to our
celebration of God’s creation on Sunday 14th
May starting at 2.30pm. We shall give thanks for
the Joy our Pets bring us during a short service.
Our Rogation around the village will follow.
Rogation is the ancient practice in rural parishes
to ask God’s blessing on the growing crops. This
we do by stopping at significant places around
the village. We stop at the Old School and pray
for our young people and their education. We
progress to the village green where we pray for the Post Office and Stores,
the Village Hall and Social Club, all key hubs helping the Community and
supporting its activities. Next we stop at the village pond to give thanks for
the gift of water. We then move along Rectory Lane as far as Church Cottage
and then to Church Meadow. Bishop Karen will dedicate the meadow which
will be a quiet place of beauty that people can use as an amenity. We will
then proceed through the church yard to the stone cross by the farm to give
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thanks for the community in which we live and ask God’s blessing on our
crops and produce. After this there is an opportunity to enjoy a cream tea
(£7) thanks to Julie and Steve Smith at Manor farm tea rooms.

The cycle of life was celebrated before
Easter as we Baptised two children
Daniel and Lyra now living in Norway;
Norwegian national dress being part of
the celebration. The joy of one event
balanced by the sorrow of two funerals
within the same week. The hope we
have as Christians is firmly grounded in
our baptism and the resurrection that
we believe we move toward. Our hope
is built on firm foundations and the
Easter story reminds us of its cost to
God.

As we look forward we also look
forward as a Nation as we celebrate the
Coronation of King Charles III over the

weekend of 6-8 May. St Nicholas will hold a 10am service on Sunday 7th May
to mark the event. Among other events taking place, a bring and share tea
and barn dance at the village hall begins at 4.00pm.
 We look forward to the Spring and Summer, to the ongoing life of the church
amid the whole community of Studland and far beyond.

From the Registers:
Baptisms.
2nd April            Daniel Jamie Burman
                          Lyra Adeline Høiberg Lennox
Funerals
27th March    Julie Worthington
3rd April         David Harris

Wishing you all every blessing,

Rev Tony Higgins
Resident Priest
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CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 14th - 20th MAY 2023

A team from the Swanage churches will be delivering
Christian Aid envelopes during that week.  There will be

two options: envelopes for delivery only, giving the recipient details about
how to donate to the charity; envelopes which can be delivered and
collected  by those who prefer the personal contact.  Last year we also raised
funds at a market stall selling donated bric-a-brac and books on the Friday of
Christian Aid week.  We are hoping that this will be possible again this year.

The focus of the funds raised this year will be to support the situation in
Malawi where over half a million people have been displaced or lost their
livelihood following the devastation caused by cyclone Freddy. It is essential
to help rebuild their lives.

Anyone willing to deliver, or deliver and collect, envelopes during that week
is very welcome to join the team.  Please contact Joanna Baird  07710-
714294/ joannabaird52@gmail.com      Many thanks!

The Lent lunches provided by churches in Swanage were well supported and
raised £1,051 for Christian Aid in addition to offering warm fellowship to
those who were able to attend.

Joanna Baird

Prayer of hope

God of resurrection
We turn from the cross of death towards the tree of life

And dare to imagine another possible world
Where violent conflict becomes peaceful reconciliation

Where hunger and thirst are filled and quenched
Where barriers of exclusion become bridges of opportunity
Where pain and tears are healed and tenderly wiped away

Where world weary hearts are strengthened and re-energised
Where the leaves of the tree heal all the nations

In a time of inequality and division we are united by hope,
anticipating the flourishing of creation and fullness of life for everyone  To

the glory and praise of your Almighty name.
Amen
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Tales from Teapot

This month the " Vintage Teapot" meeting celebrated
Holy Week all in one go.
We had Hot Cross Buns and Easter eggs, and Mary
decorated the tables with wonderful Easter flowers
However, the real meaning of Easter was not overlooked. Thanks to a
wonderful piece of art work by Katherine Potter, best known as Kate, who is
a much-valued helper at both Teapot and Coffeepot.

" Meditations on the Cross" reflects the well-known Good Friday image of
the 3 crosses at Calvary. It is one of those amazing God Inspired art works
that the more you look at and examine it the more you see of Jesus and God
the Father's redemptive plan for mankind.

It got me thinking that this piece of art displayed for all to see, was totally
ignored by some, walked past without a glance by others. But for those that
made the choice to stop and take a look they found something wondrous
looking at the Cross and the expressions of Jesus contained within. As they
shared what they saw, often others saw something they had missed and saw
for the first time.

What about you? Where do you stand today with regards to Jesus, do you
walk on by or are you prepared to stop and take a closer look. Or even to
find out something you didn't know.

If you would like to see the art work. It will be displayed at next month's
Vintage Teapot so come in and take a look.

MAY 3rd will be  a special Teapot celebrating the
Coronation of King Charles III.  All are welcome and
we look forward to seeing you there, 10.00 - 12.30
in the Rectory Classroom.

Elena
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Bishop Andrew’s Letter for May
How does one crown a king? After much rehearsal and with a steady hand, I
suspect – and bated breath around the globe in that solemn moment.

There is a weightiness, not only to the physical act but its deep spiritual and
symbolic import, which is hard to explain but nevertheless of immense value.
For the coronation remains a profoundly Christian occasion, in which an
ancient connection is made between earthly and divine power, and our
monarch’s complete dependence on God for the grace to govern. The
greater the authority - or majesty - the greater the need to emphasise this
dependence. The Christian heart of our monarchy, much discussed and
disputed, is an historic safeguard against vainglory and the abuse of power: it
means that the anointing to rule becomes, inescapably, the anointing to
serve in the pattern of Christ.

These are ideas requiring careful translation in an era when we have almost
lost what was once instinctive in our culture – humility before the Almighty,
whatever our station. Sceptical of God’s existence and suspicious of those
who aren’t, the Christianity of our monarchy and all the mythmaking of a
coronation appears to some as no more than an eccentric kind of national
window-dressing. Whilst it may be this – and no worse for it - I believe the
impending celebrations are also a reminder to our fretful, forgetful age of
the higher yet humbler calling to which we may yet respond, while the Lord
is near.

Thank you and God bless,
+Andrew
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‘Music in May’

The Belvedere Singers are looking forward to entertaining everyone with
some lovely music on Saturday 13th May at St. Mary’s Church, Swanage,
starting at 7.30pm. Music Director Clive Watkiss has been hard at work
devising a varied programme for the popular Swanage-based choir to
perform.
As audiences have come to expect, there will be something for everyone,
with songs spanning many centuries. The singers will tackle two very
different pieces from the Tudor era, Victorian ballads, and a medley of
numbers by Rodgers and Hammerstein. In addition there will be other less
well known surprise items and a gifted trumpet soloist, Martin Ings, will be
there too. The highlight of the concert promises to be a heartbreakingly
beautiful traditional love song skilfully arranged by Clive and sung in four
part harmony - in Ukrainian!, thanks to some dedicated tuition from the
choir’s lovely Ukrainian soprano.
Tickets are a bargain at just £7 (under 18’s free), available in advance from
choir members or on the door. There will be a retiring collection in aid of
Purbeck Connect Ukraine.
Yes, it is the night of the Eurovision Song Contest, but it will still be going on
when you get home, so please go along to support the Belvederes and their
chosen charity – they guarantee you will have a great evening.
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Across
1  ‘Therefore let us — passing
     judgment on one another’
     (Romans 14:13) (4)
3  ‘I — — these persons here
     present’ (Marriage service) (4,4)
9   According to a prearranged
     timetable (Numbers 28:3) (7)
10  Group of eight (5)
11  The cell into which the Philippian
     jailer put Paul and Silas
    (Acts 16:24) (5)
12  — Taylor, pioneer missionary to
      China (6)
14  Otherwise known as the
      Eucharist, Breaking of Bread, the
      Lord’s Table (4,9)
17  ‘So that after I have preached to
      others, I — will not be
      disqualified for the prize’
      (1 Corinthians 9:27) (6)
19  Attend to (3,2)
22  Approximately (Acts 4:4) (5)
23  Tea rite (anag.) (7)
24  Rule of sovereign (8)

25  Test (anag.) (4)

Down
1    The name of the street where
      Judas lived in Damascus and
      where Saul of Tarsus stayed
      (Acts 9:11) (8)
2   ‘The playing of the merry — ,
      sweet singing in the choir’ (5)
4   ‘We have been saying that — —
     was credited to him as righteous’
     (Romans 4:9) (8,5)
5   Dr Martyn — Jones, famous for
     his ministry at Westminster
     Chapel (5)
6   Port at which Paul landed on his
     way to Rome (Acts 28:13) (7)
7   Observe (Ruth 3:4) (4)
8   Minister of religion (6)
13  ‘I am — of this man’s blood. It is
    your responsibility’
    (Matthew 27:24) (8)
15  ‘Greater love has no one than
      this, that he — — his life for his
      friends’ (John 15:13) (3,4)
16  Archbishop who calculated that
      the world began in 4004BC (6)
18  ‘No one can — the kingdom of
      God unless he is born of water
      and the Spirit’ (John 3:5) (5)
20  Establish by law (5)
21  Product of Gilead noted for its
      healing properties
      (Jeremiah 46:11) (4)
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Wedding flowers
and funeral tributes

Flowers made with sincerity and
from home

01929 427776
07966 462974

caroline@budsofmave.com
budsofmave.com

Family News
Baptisms

Mia Ball-Lutskova
Mya Ball-Lutskova  3rd April at St Mary’s

Mr Barrie Ferguson (81), Ulwell Road    13th April

Mrs Margaret Ann Wadley (84), Alderbury Close   20th April

Miss Jean Anne Proffitt (94), Townsend Road   21st April

Mrs Josephine Mary ‘Jo’ Knight (79), St Aldhelm’s Court  28th April

Funerals

We give thanks for the lives of
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Solution to the April crosswordArticles for the  JUNE edition of
‘CHURCH ALIVE!’

should be in the Parish Office
E-mail:

swanage.team@btconnect.com
by FRIDAY 12TH MAY 2023

no later than 12 noon on that date
or

in the hands of the Editor
(Jane Cooper Telephone: 423591)
e-mail: dinofoot@hotmail.co.uk

no later than 12 noon on that date

The editor cannot guarantee the
inclusion of any contributions

received after that date.

Answers to photo quiz

Top row, left to right
John Staples, Andy Roberts, Tony Higgins, Jeremy Oakes, Peter Burtwell

Bottom row, left to right
John Cooper, Dave Richards, Peter Burtwell (dressed for a pantomime!),

Anthony Clegg, Terence Handley McMath

No prizes, but hope you had fun!

Thanks to the participants for revealing their younger selves.
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The leading independent Estate Agents
 in the Isle of Purbeck

¨ SURVEYORS
¨ VALUERS
¨ AUCTIONEERS

For free marketing advice without obligation,
please get in touch

01929 422284            corbens.co.uk

A Personal Service to Landlord and Tenant

Do you have a property to let or are you looking for a
property to rent, in Swanage or the Isle of Purbeck?

Tel: 01929 426200

15c Commercial Road, Swanage, Dorset BH19 1DF
www.wpmlettings.co.uk/     wpmlettings@gmail.com
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“A family business pursuing
the finest traditions of the trade”

26 Station Road, Swanage
Tel: 01929-426377

Members of the British Hardware Federation
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Support your local Health Shop
Diabetic & Gluten-free Products

v

Organic Vegetarian Foods
v

Loose Cereal and Dried Fruit
v

Herbal and
Homeopathic Medicines

v

Fresh Fruit and Vegetables
v

SPECIAL OFFERS

Please telephone for LOCAL DELIVERIES

15 STATION ROAD, SWANAGE
01929 427057

Your local Outside Caterer

The personal touch
to your catering needs:

Weddings
Birthdays

Christenings
Funerals

Corporate Events

JULIAN WOOD
07789 289289

CATERING
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W. F. SNOOK & SON Ltd.

Installers of
PVC-U and ALUMINIUM

WINDOWS ~ DOORS ~ PATIO
DOORS

BIFOLDING DOORS

CONSERVATORIES

GARAGE DOORS

GUTTERING

‘KESTREL’ PVC-U FASCIA

SOFFIT MOULDINGS etc.

Tel./Fax: 01929 481581

10 YEAR INSURANCE BACKED GUARANTEE

FENSA
13202

Girl Friday
Simplify your Life…..

PA Secretarial and
Book-keeping Service

Freelance for part-time or ad-hoc
assignments. Reliable, confidential

and friendly service

• Book-keeping
• Secretarial / Administration
• Reports / Mailshots
• Diary / Event Management
• Personal Administration
• Personal Shopping / Errand

Running

Email: info@megirlfriday.co.uk
Tel: 01202 894448 Mob: 07952 174975

** *

Herbal and
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Choristers don’t just have the responsibility of singing services.
Sometimes they have to carry palm branches in procession around

the church while singing. Important people!
Why not come and join our Junior Choir at St Mary’s?


