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Note from the editor… 
 

Well, May 2023 is certainly a notable month with the Coronation taking place; 
you will find full details of how Studland is marking the event on the back 
page. 
 

But as well as the Coronation, you will not be short of things to do in our 
thriving community this month.  
 

Can you help? In particular I was looking forward to attending the Rogation on 
May 14th, but sadly I will not be able to. Therefore, I am asking for those who 
are able to attend to perhaps capture some of the moments and please send 
me your pictures so that they may be shared in next month’s edition for all 
those who are unable to attend. A collection of some of the most significant 
places in our village would make a wonderful collage. 
 

Thank you,   
Sharon Westman, Editor 

Book Review 
The Best of Friends - Choose 

Wisely, Care Well 
By Phil Knox 

 

Friendship is one of the best 
things ever created. It is 
unparalleled as a building block 
of society, a universal theme in 
great literature and film, and has 
a huge impact on our mental 
health, wellbeing, and 
happiness. But many of us are 
lonely or feel suffocated by the 
pressures of life and quantity of 
relationships we have to 
maintain. Now, more than ever, 
we need better, deeper 
friendships. We need the best of 
friends. Full of practical advice, 
humour and wisdom, Phil Knox 
shows us how to choose our 
friends wisely and maintain 
lasting and meaningful 
relationships. 

 

 JUNE edition submission 
deadline is: 

 

Friday April 19th 10am    
 

sharonywestman@gmail.com  
 01929 450358 

 

Late contributions cannot be 
guaranteed.  

 

Quotes to Consider - With Pentecost 
coming this month: 

 

“Before Pentecost the disciples found it 
hard to do easy things; after Pentecost, 
they found it easy to do hard things.” - AJ 
Gordon 
 

“The fruit of the Spirit is not excitement 
or orthodoxy: it is character.” - GB 
Duncan 
 

“If you bear your cross cheerfully, it 
will bear you.” - Thomas a Kempis 
 

mailto:sharonywestman@gmail.com
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Swanage and Studland Team Ministry 
 

 

Team Rector  Rev Dr Ian Bird 
  
 

Team Office  Tel. 01929 421117  
Email: swanage.team@btconnect.com 

 

 
St Nicholas Church, Studland 

 
 

Resident Priest  Rev’d Tony Higgins 
The Old School House, School Lane, Studland BH19 3AJ   
Tel. 01929 450691    
Email: revtonyhiggins@btinternet.com 

 
Church Wardens Barbara Matthews 

Old Harry, The Glebe, Studland BH19 3AS 
Tel. 01929 450218    
Email: barmat18@btinternet.com  

 
Mr Eric Stobart 
Knapwynd, School Lane, Studland BH19 3AJ 
Tel: 01929 450222  
Email: eric@thestobarts.co.uk  

 

Hon. Treasurer  Mr Andrew Goodwin 
St Nicholas Church Hall, Church Road, Studland,   
BH19 3AT  
Email: bayviewgardens@btinternet.com 

 

Hon. Secretary  Mrs Carol Wadley 
   34 Jubilee Road, Swanage, BH19 2SF 
   01929 424388 
   caroljwadley@icloud.com  
  

mailto:swanage.team@btconnect.com
mailto:revtonyhiggins@btinternet.com
barmat18@btinternet.com%20
mailto:eric@thestobarts.co.uk
bayviewgardens@btinternet.com
mailto:caroljwadley@icloud.com
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St Nicholas Rota of Readers and Sides persons May 2023 
 

Date 
May 2023 

Service & 
President 

Sides 
Persons 

Readers Readings 

Sunday 7th 
Fifth Sunday 
after Easter 

10.00am 

Coronation 
Celebration 

Rev Tony 
Higgins 

Ginny 
Stobart 

Jane 
Hawksworth 

 
Eric Stobart 

Acts 7.55-
end 

 
John 14.1-14 

Sunday 14th 
Sixth Sunday 
after Easter 

10.00am 

Holy 
Communion 

Rev 
Margaret 
Williams 

Sally 
Hogsflesh 

Cindy 
Yeandle 

David 
Hogsflesh 

Acts 17.22-
32 

 
John 14. 15-

21 
Sunday 14th 

2.30pm 

 

Pet Service, 
Rogation and 

Meadow 
Dedication 

 
TBA 

 
TBA 

 
TBA 

Thursday 18th 
Ascension Day 

6.30am 

Holy 
Communion 

Rev Tony 
Higgins 

 
 

TBA 

 
 

TBA 

Acts 1.1-11 
 

Luke 24.44-
end 

Sunday 21st 
Easter 7 
10.00am 

Holy 
Communion 

Rev Tony 
Edmonds 

Carol 
Wadley 

Lesley Cocks 
 

Keith Tillyard 

Acts 1.6-14 
 

John 17.1-11 
 

Sunday 28th 
Pentecost 
10.00am 

Family 
Communion 
with Baptism 

Rev Tony 
Higgins 

Sally 
Hogsflesh 

 

Keith Tillyard 
 

Diana 
Edmonds 

 

Acts 2.1-21 
 

John 20.19-
23 

Sunday 28th 
Pentecost 

 

Zoom 
Service 

Rev Tony 
Higgins 

  Acts 2.1-21 
 

John 20.19-
23 

 
Please swap if you cannot do any of these dates. 

Please contact Eric Stobart on 01929-450222 or 020-89473002 
or email: eric@thestobarts.co.uk if there are any problems. 

 

 
 

mailto:eric@thestobarts.co.uk
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The Rev’d Writes… 
 

This month we celebrate a special birthday. On 28th May it’s Pentecost, the 
birthday of the Christian Church! Every birthday needs some preparations, so, 
as a warm-up to the birthday celebrations, we have Ascension Day, on 18th May. 
 

Ascension and Pentecost go together. Ascension marks the end of the 
Resurrection appearances of Jesus; “he was taken up to Heaven” (Acts 1:9). The 
disciples are told to: “wait for the gift I told you about”, Acts 1:4). Maybe they 
remembered that Jesus had promised “you will not be left all alone” (John 
14:18). The disciples had learned to trust Jesus, so they waited. They did not 
have long to wait! 10 days later, on the day of the Jewish feast of Pentecost, 
Jesus’ promise was fulfilled, and they, together with all the believers, “were filled 
with the Holy Spirit”, (Acts 2:4), and the Church was born. 
 

There are so many things to notice about the events of Pentecost. 
*The believers were “all together in one place”; a powerful reminder that God’s 
purpose for his Church is unity – we are all part of the same party. 
*The “tongues of fire spread out and touched each person there”; God’s Spirit is 
given to all believers, not just a special few – the party is for everyone. 
*Jerusalem was packed with “religious men from every country in the world”, to 
celebrate the feast of Pentecost. There was a party atmosphere in the city, and 
God chose exactly the right time and place for what was to happen next…. 
 

What happened next was truly amazing. The believers began to speak, “about 
the great things God has done”, “as the Spirit enabled them”, and all the hearers 
heard them speak in their own languages! Not surprisingly, a crowd of excited, 
interested, and questioning people gathered, giving Peter a ready-made 
audience for his brilliant, inspired, sermon, which ultimately led to 3,000 people 
being baptised on that same day. 
 

The Church born at Pentecost was a Church confident in the message of the 
Gospel. Pentecost shows us a Church which was outgoing with the clear 
message that Jesus was the Risen Messiah and Lord, able to forgive sins and 
offer new life in God’s Spirit. Above all, Pentecost shows us a Church which was 
able to communicate with people of all nations and backgrounds, because it was 
a Church speaking God’s message in the power of God’s Spirit.   
 

The birthday party is still going on, and the guest of honour is still with us! 
Jesus did not, and has not, left us all alone. He sent, and still sends, his Holy 
Spirit, as he promised. This Spirit makes Jesus present to us, and, through his 
work in us, shows Jesus to the world around us. 
 

Is it really that simple? Yes, and, No! Yes, because our job is simply to be the 
instruments for his Spirit to fill, and to use, to proclaim the Good News of Jesus. 
No, because we are often too full of ourselves, our own ideas, and our own ways 
of doing things, to listen to the leading of God’s Spirit. The greatest lesson of 
Pentecost is that when the believers let the Spirit lead them to do things His 
way, everything worked, and the Church grew. 
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As we celebrate the Church’s birthday at Pentecost, let’s pray for unity, for 
God’s Spirit to be free in each of us, for God to give us the right things to say and 
do, in the right place, at the right time. Maybe we can all celebrate by joining in 
the Churches Together Pentecost Gathering at 3pm on 28th May, and making 
that a great party! 
 

Rev. David Richards 

 
St Nicholas Parish News 

Our Good Friday Music and Meditation was 
greatly appreciated by all who attended. 
Special thanks go to Ian Pillow our 
choirmaster and the choir who led our 
reflections beautifully. The gnarled cross 
which has dominated the North Door in St 
Nicholas for several Easters reminded us of 
the suffering of Jesus on the cross. The lilies 
which appeared on Easter Sunday reminded 
us of the new life that Jesus enables us to 
live. The joy of the capacity congregation 
celebrating the resurrection was evidence of 
a revived spirit. It was a joy to see so many 
children and young families in the 
congregation. The Childrens’ excellent 
behaviour was rewarded with an Easter egg 
generously donated by one of the 
congregation. 

 

Energised by the joy of Easter we look 
forward to the Spring and Summer months 
and the events we have planned. We will be 
welcoming Bishop Karen Bishop of 
Sherborne to our celebration of God’s 
creation on Sunday 14th May starting at 
2:30pm. We shall give thanks for the Joy our 
Pets bring us during a short service. Our 
Rogation around the village will follow. 
Rogation is the ancient practice in rural 
parishes to ask God’s blessing on the 
growing crops. This we do by stopping at 
significant places around the village. We 
stop at the Old School and pray for our 
young people and their education. We 
progress to the village green where we pray 
for the Post Office and Stores, the Village 
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Hall and Social Club, all key hubs helping the Community and supporting its 
activities. Next, we stop at the village pond to give thanks for the gift of water. 
We then move along Rectory Lane as far as Church Cottage and then to Church 
meadow. Bishop Karen will dedicate the meadow which will be a quiet place of 
beauty that people can use as an amenity. We will then proceed through the 
church yard to the stone cross by the farm to give thanks for the community in 
which we live and ask God’s blessing on our crops and produce. After this there 
is an opportunity to enjoy a cream tea (£7) thanks to Julie and Steve Smith at 
Manor farm tea rooms. 
 

The cycle of life was celebrated before 
Easter as we Baptised two children, 
Daniel and Lyra now living in Norway; 
Norwegian national dress being part 
of the celebration. The joy of one 
event balanced by the sorrow of two 
funerals within the same week. The 
hope we have as Christians is firmly 
grounded in our baptism and the 
resurrection that we believe we move 
toward. Our hope is built on firm 
foundations and the Easter story 
reminds us of its cost to God. As we 
look forward, we also look forward as 
a Nation as we celebrate the 
Coronation of King Charles III over the 
weekend of 6th – 8th May. St Nicholas 
will hold a 10am service on Sunday 7th 
May to mark the event. A bring and 
share tea and barn dance at the 
village hall begins at 4:00pm. 

 

We look forward to the Spring and Summer, to the ongoing life of the church 
amid the whole community of Studland and far beyond. 
 

From the Registers: 
 

Baptisms: 
2nd April - Daniel Jamie Burman 

Lyra Adeline Høiberg Lennox 
 

Funerals: 
27th March - Julie Worthington 

3rd April - David Harris 
 

Wishing you all every blessing, 
Rev Tony Higgins (Resident Priest) 
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STUDLAND WI – Wednesday 12th April 2023 
Our President welcomed all members to the monthly meeting 
which was also our AGM. Apologies were noted and minutes of 
the March meeting were agreed and signed. 

 

Our members voted to accept the Dorset County Budget and voted to support 
this year’s resolution ‘Clean Rivers for People & Wildlife’. Information will be 
sent to the Dorset Federation for the budget and our delegate Sue Dean from 
Sandford and Wareham WI will provide our vote preference for the resolution at 
The National Federation Annual Meeting in Cardiff in May. 
 

Various correspondence from County this month including a request for 
volunteers to assist with children reading in primary schools on a one-to-one 
basis. If interested to contact Rosie Cunningham on 07807844897 or email  
dorset@schoolreaders.org. 
 

Skittles - We plan to enter two teams again this year and games will take place 
between Sept & Nov, anyone interested who has yet to put their names down 
please let Cindy know. 
 

County Quiz Team – Names required for members wishing to take part. Cindy 
has the list. 
 

Trip - Monday 19th June a visit to Abbotsbury Subtropical Gardens. Leaving the 
village at 11am and cream tea booked for 2pm. Cost will be £8.95 + £6.95 for a 
cream tea. For all those planning to go please bring their payment to our May 
meeting. We will be arranging car share for these trips. 
 

Save the date - our Annual Grockles Evening Pitch & Putt followed by a fish & 
chip supper will be on Wednesday 9th August. We will take names for those 
wishing to join at our May meeting.  
 

Walking Netball - There is a tournament on 22nd July and a friendly match is 
being planned with Sturminster Marshall. Training as usual on Wednesday 
evenings 6pm at Swanage School Sports Hall. 
 

This year we plan to make our “Remembrance Day” wreath. We have asked 
members all to make a poppy. They can be made from any medium; knitted, 
crochet, fabric etc. and should be a maximum size of 7cm or 3 inches. Anyone 
with any design ideas please bring along to our May meeting. We will aim to 
have poppies ready from September. 
 

After our regular monthly agenda was completed, we moved on to our AGM. 
Minutes of our last AGM on 13th April 2022 were read out, confirmed and signed. 
 

Our Treasurer Pat Tillyard presented the accounts and our Financial Statement. 
Copies were available for all members and those not present will have received 
with their monthly email. The President moved the adoption of the statement, 
and it was seconded by our secretary. 
 

The Committee’s Annual Report was read out by Secretary Cindy Yeandle, again 
copies have been sent to all members. 

mailto:dorset@schoolreaders.org
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The President gave her address for the year and concluded to adopt the Annual 
Report, no seconder was needed. The address thanked all committee members 
for their contributions, with a special thanks and presentation to Pat Tillyard for 
her many years as treasurer, she now hands over the role to Clare Harwood but 
is continuing as a committee member. The President confirmed that all existing 
members of the committee would stand for a second year; Cindy Yeandle, 
Debbie Wilson, Chrissie Neville, Julie Smith, Annie Whitehouse, Pat Tillyard and 
Clare Harwood. Lynn Elliott confirmed she was willing to stand as President and 
all members voted unanimously to accept her as President. Sarah Ferguson gave 
a Vote of Thanks on behalf of all members, to the President and Committee for 
all their work over the last year. 
 

The Competition Cup was presented to Lynn Elliott, who had achieved the 
highest overall votes in competitions over the past year. To conclude our AGM, 
Chrissie Neville presented a slide show of pictures and video clips of members 
participating in the past year’s meetings and outings. 
 

The Competition “A Spring Bloom” was won by Annie Whitehouse. 
 

Raffle prizes were won by, 1st Joy Boulter, 2nd Agi Szabo, 3rd Anne Marie Battel, 
4th Clare Harwood, 5th Cindy Yeandle. 
 

Our next meeting is on Wednesday 10th May at 7:30pm in the Village Hall where 
our speaker is Gill Hayes talking about The Bankes Family. 
 

The competition is “Photo or Postcard of the Purbeck.” 
 

We look forward to seeing all our members and welcome any ladies who would 
like to come along and see what WI all is about. 
 

Lynn Elliott, President 

 
STUDLAND GARDENING ASSOCIATION –  
As happens every year, we have no planned events in May, so 
I thought it would be useful to remind members of our 
affiliation with the Royal Horticultural Society. 
 

Firstly, it’s worth noting that we have a Garden Entry 
Discount Card that gives a 50% reduction in the entry fee to 

any two of our members who wish to visit a RHS garden. This covers 
Bridgewater, Harlow Carr, Hyde Hall, Rosemoor and Wisley. Just ask me to 
borrow it if you have any holiday plans. It is valid until the end of the year.  
 

Secondly, any affiliated society is allowed to book one free visit each year to any 
of their gardens, for up to 55 members. The committee has no current plans to 
arrange this, but if a group of you wanted to go then we would be happy for this 
to be under the aegis of Studland Gardening Association. 
 

 

Geoff Willcocks, Secretary  
01929 450342 geoff.studland@gmail.com  

mailto:geoff.studland@gmail.com
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Studland History Group 
The next meeting is on Wednesday 17th May at 
2:30pm in the Village Hall. The speaker is Prof. Helen 
Walter of the Blandford Fashion Museum. The Late 
Mrs Betty Penny MBE., founded the museum several 
years ago for her collection of costumes, known locally as the “Cavalcade of 
Costume”. The Arts Council gave the museum accredited status in 2010. All 
welcome. Visitors £3.50, to include tea/coffee and biscuits. 
 

There is a change of programme for 21st June. We will now have a tractor and 
trailer ride around Hartland Moor, which is between Arne and Middlebere, and 
is part of the Purbeck Nature Reserve. Hopefully the wild flower meadows will 
be in full bloom then. There will be a charge of £2 per person to be donated to 
Natural England. 
 

On 19th July, Pam White, archaeologist with the National Trust, will give a talk on 
“Revealing the Ruins”. 

Joyce Meates. Secretary. 01929 439245 

 
Isle of Purbeck Golf Club 
The days are getting longer and thoughts of long summer days are 
keeping us going. Hopefully the lingering cold, rainy days are behind 
us. 
 

Golf will be in full swing by May. Our May rates for the Purbeck Course (18 
Holes) are £90 on Saturdays, £80 on Sundays and £70 all other days. If you play 
after 2pm, the rates reduce to £35 on Monday - Thursday, £40 on Friday and 
Sunday and £45 on Saturdays. Our Dene Course (9 Holes) is still a bargain at £12. 
If you play 2 rounds on the Dene, the cost is only £16. We also offer a good rate 
for Juniors on the Dene Course: £8 for 9 Holes and £12 for 18 Holes. Come give 
the course a try. We’ve made definite improvements and we think you’ll be 
pleased with how it plays. 
 

With the longer days there is more time to enjoy dining in our restaurant. The 
sunsets can be almost as spectacular as the food. We are open for dining most 
Friday and Saturday evenings, with reservations from 6-8pm. If you can’t join us 
for the evening meals, our dining room is open every day for a 2 or 3 course 
lunch from 12-2:30pm for just £27 and £31. We serve bar food and drinks daily 
from 11:30am - 4:30pm and breakfast from 8:15-11:30am. On Sundays, we offer 
a popular Sunday Roast. Reservations are recommended because we are often 
sold out. 
 

Hope to see you soon!  Please remember our dress code is Smart Casual. 
 

See our website for more details.  If you have any questions or wish to book, feel 
free to call or email us. 
 

01929 450361   •    www.purbeckgolf.co.uk    •   iop@purbeckgolf.co.ukp 

http://www.purbeckgolf.co.uk/
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Join us for a friendly welcome, a delicious pint or tasty stone-baked pizza. We 
stock a wide range of beer, cider, wine and spirits and have a pool table. 

We’re family and dog friendly too. Our twinkly lit, heated outdoor seating area 
provides a great space to for those who prefer to remain outside. 

 

OPENING HOURS – 7 DAYS A WEEK: 
MONDAY to SATURDAY 5pm - 11pm 

SUNDAY 3pm – 10pm 
 

FRIDAY NIGHT MEAT RAFFLE at 9pm 
SATURDAY NIGHT MEMBERS DRAW at 9pm 

(Be there with your membership card for a chance to win!) 
MONDAY NIGHT - Bridge Club 6-8pm 

 

EVENTS & LIVE MUSIC: 
Saturday 29th April – Live music from Zoe Schartz Bluez Party 8-10pm 

Saturday 13th May 7.30pm BOOGALOO DISCO with DJ Ned 
 

CORONATION OF KING CHARLES III: 
Saturday 6th May from 11am Live on the Big Screen – Tea Coffee and light 

refreshments available in addition to full bar 
 

PIZZA: 
Delicious stone baked pizzas available for takeaway or eat in 

12" Margherita £10 (Extra toppings 50p each) 
Toppings: Ham, Chorizo, Onion, Mushroom, Pineapple, Jalapenos, sweetcorn, 

olives, anchovies, pepperoni 
 

NEW PIZZA! “The Old Harry Special” – goats’ cheese, red onion, green chilli, 
onion chutney and rocket 

 

Order on 01929 450561 
 

FOR UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION: 
Check out our ‘A’ boards, Instagram Facebook, weekly newsletter 

or at www.oldharrybar.co.uk 
 

Brought to you by The Old Harry Bar Committee 
TripAdvisor - rated "excellent" by 52 travellers 

 

 

http://www.oldharrybar.co.uk/
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Update from Studland Parish Council 
April 2023 
Studland Parish Council met on 17th April. 
Minutes of the SPC meeting of 20th March were 
confirmed. 

 

The National Trust provided comments on a number of matters including 
information that work to disconnect and re-connect the electricity supply via the 
Ranger base at Middle Beach was due to commence on 17th April. This may 
mean a disrupted service to the toilets, but that temporary toilets would be on 
site during this work. The deconstruction of the old toilet block and café 
buildings was also scheduled to commence also on 17th April and last 2-3 weeks.  
 

The NT also responded to a query about enforcement of parking restrictions on 
Ferry Rd. It was explained that the legal situation is somewhat complex, but 
responsibility for this is with Dorset Council as the Highway Authority. DC 
Highways manage their Traffic Regulation Order in partnership with the Ferry 
Company who own land within 25 feet either side of the centre line of the road. 
The National Trust has no jurisdiction over this as their by-laws only apply on 
National Trust land.  
 

A concern was raised with the NT about the stones which had been placed 
beside the toilets near the café at Middle Beach – that they are difficult to walk 
over and therefore a safety hazard. It was explained that they had been chosen 
for reasons of drainage, however as there had been a number of comments to 
the NT and they seem to be causing problems this is going to be looked into.  
 

On Highways matters, the Parish Clerk will be approaching Dorset Council with a 
request to send a road sweeper vehicle to ensure the roadsides are clear and the 
parking restriction yellow lines are clearly visible. Whilst doing so, the Clerk will 
also seek to clarify with Highways what the standard frequency is for sweeper 
visits.   
 

Cllr Lyn Hool provided a report explaining the activity so far of the newly formed 
Studland Community Speed Watch (CSW) group. The CSW sessions have been a 
great success so far. Each session has had a full complement of volunteers. Most 
of the traffic observed to be speeding so far has been adjacent to the entrance 
to the overflow car park on Ferry Road. The drivers of 8 of those vehicles have 
been sent a letter. More sessions are planned and the volunteer CSW members 
have filled the set time slots. It seems that as word is getting round that is 
happening in Studland the traffic through the village slowing traffic down. The 
summer months will tell.  
 

Cllrs Nick Boulter and Lyn Hool will be attending an Emergency Planning exercise 
being run by Dorset Council. The exercise is intended to provide an opportunity 
to discuss the DC local community response strategy – to guide action in 
emergency situations, and to provide advice in the preparation of Community 
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Emergency Response Plans. Such a plan already exists for Studland, and as part 
of this an emergency supplies box will be kept in the Village Hall in case of 
emergency. There are still a few more items to get before the box is complete – 
after which it will be stored at the village hall and details of how to access it will 
be shared widely. All equipment within the box will be regularly checked so that 
it remains complete and serviceable at all times. 
 

The Council is looking into refurbishment or possible replacement of the notice 
boards at the entrance to the village hall.  
Meanwhile the small working group made up of residents and council members 
is continuing to explore the possibility of outdoor exercise equipment for 
installation at the playing field. Visits are to be made to other communities in 
Dorset with such facilities.  
A suggestion from a resident has been made to the Council about purchasing a 
decorative bench seat to commemorate the community response and caring 
during the Covid 19 crisis. This is being investigated further. Each of these 
matters will be updated at the next Full Council meeting - on 15th May, 7:30pm 
in the Village Hall.  
 

For further information, please go to: www.studlandparishcouncil.org  
 

Steve Smith, Council Vice Chairman 

 

Date for your diary: 
 

Studland Annual Parish Meeting 
 

Saturday June 24th at 18.00 – Village Hall 
 

All residents are invited to the Annual Parish Meeting:  
this is an opportunity for residents to raise any questions / 

concerns / aspirations about the village. 
 

Wine and nibbles will be provided. 
 

All welcome! 
 

 
 

http://www.studlandparishcouncil.org/
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ARTSREACH AT THE VILLAGE HALL 
For our next Artsreach show, at 7:30pm on Saturday 27th May 2023, Living Spit 
presents “One Man & His Cow”. 
 

Living Spit have been described as “the 
Morecambe and Wise of Weston Super 
Mare” by The Daily Telegraph and their 
previous shows for Artsreach have been 
very popular. 
 

‘Farmer Trevor has a big problem. Given 
just months to live, he is faced with the 

dilemma of which one of his three children 
to bequeath his beloved farmstead to. Each 
has their own beguiling qualities and Trevor 
just can’t choose between them. Then one 

fateful night in the cowshed, help arrives from the most unlikely of sources…’ 
 

This hilarious rural romp features a multitude of 
agricultural antics and farmyard frolics, all told 
with homespun charm and wit and entirely in 
rhyme and song. Suitable for ages 10+ (expect mild 
dodgy language and terrible puns). Howard 
Coggins, who wrote the show and created the role 
of Trevor way back in 2013 has taken a leave of 
absence due to sickness. The part of Trevor will be 
played by actor, theatre-maker and musician Ian 
Harris. 
 

More at https://www.livingspit.co.uk/ 
 

As usual, there will be refreshments available and 
the Old Harry Bar will be open for drinks and pizzas 
beforehand, during the interval and after the 
show.  Pizzas can be pre-ordered (pay on the 
night); menu at https://oldharrybar.co.uk/italian-
pizza/. Please order by 25th May, including name and approx. time required to 
info@studlandvillagehall.co.uk or by phoning me. 
 

Tickets Adults £12, under 18s £8, family (2 adults 2 children) £32 available online 
from www.artsreach.co.uk and in person from Studland Stores. Artsreach are no 
longer allowing payment on the night for tickets reserved by phone so please 
don't phone the shop for tickets; if you can’t get to the shop to buy them in 
person please buy them online, or speak to me and I'll arrange to collect the 
payment from you.  Tickets will also be available on the door unless we have sold 
out by then. 

Stephen Yeoman 
01929 450587 
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Reflected Faith: 
The Lectern 

  
Have you ever considered the furniture that we have in our churches? 
 

Close your eyes and think what your own sitting room looks like and the 
furniture you have chosen to go in there. Most of us will have chairs, a sofa, one 
or more tables of different sizes, a fireplace and a television. Which way are the 
chairs facing? What’s the focal point? 
 

Churches are no different in that they have most fixtures and fittings in common, 
and in set places.  
 

In an Anglican church the focal item is the altar at the centre, with the lectern – 
from where the Bible is read out loud during services - on the right side as you 
look at it, and a pulpit on the left-hand side. 
 

In a Methodist church the pulpit is often behind, but built higher than the altar, 
and probably with a mobile lectern to be placed as chosen. 
 

This demonstrates a key difference between the two denominations. The former 
holds the bread and wine in greater importance whilst the latter gives that 
status to the preaching and the Word of God. 
 

Such variations reveal the way in which we ‘reflect our faith’ through our 
buildings. 
 

The word ‘lectern’ derives from ‘to collect, gather’, and again, ‘to speak’, so 
together it means ‘to gather words, to pick out words.’  
 

The words in church which we read from the lectern have been certainly 
carefully chosen and then written down. There have been centuries, indeed 
millennia, of time, thought, prayer and energy going into preparing the Bibles 
that we read today! 
 

It is a privilege to be asked to read from the Bible during a service, as that will 
form the basis for the sermon, the hymns and indeed the whole theme for that 
day or even that week. 
 

This month: 
 

Have a look at the lectern in your place of worship or the place where the Bible 
readings are read from. 

What material is it made from? 
What shape is it? 

Does it have any distinctive features? 
Then consider how that passage or those passages are continued and expanded 

through the different elements of the service. 
 

The Rev Dr Jo White 
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God in the Sciences: 
Can Science Prove God Exists? 

 

To risk sounding like a smart aleck seven-year-old, technically speaking you can 
only prove things mathematically. If you need to know that one plus one equals 
two, don’t go to a chemistry lab. The natural sciences only deal with things that 
can be observed and measured. Science has been so successful that it’s tempting 
to get carried away, valuing science above any other kind of knowledge, but 
there are other ways of knowing that are equally important. For example, art 
conveys ideas, experiences or emotions that provoke us to think or do 
something in response. 
 

In fact, to find answers to any of the really important questions about meaning 
and purpose that affect us throughout our lives, we always have to go beyond 
science. Some scientific data might help define the question, for example a 
farmer facing a drought would probably like to know some details about the 
current weather patterns and the availability of seeds for more hardy crops 
before she can start asking “What is the point of trying to grow anything at all?” 
But in the end, she is asking a deeper question – and so are the rest of us when 
we go through any significant experience in life.  
 

So rather than asking “Can science prove God exists?”, what about: “Are the 
findings of science compatible with the existence of a purposeful Creator?” For 
many scientists today, the answer to the second question is yes. They have 
investigated the Bible’s descriptions of the life, death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, and found that they make sense. They have discovered that they can 
interact with God – especially in prayer – and that this faith has changed their 
lives.  
 

Professor Christine Done, an Astrophysicist at Durham University, writes, “for me 
the more we know about the vast, yet intricate and beautiful Universe we live in, 
the bigger and more awe-inspiring is the God who made it all.” (Thinking About: 
The Big Bang, https://www.cis.org.uk/resources/thinking/)  
 

Some go even further, making statements like this: “the way the universe 
exhibits an ordered structure, which is open to science to investigate, points to a 
mind behind it.” (Revd Dr Rodney Holder, Astrophysicist, in Longing, Waiting, 
Believing (BRF, 2014) 
 

The question, “Can Science Prove God Exists?” turns out to be a category error – 
trying to use science to answer a non-scientific question. On the other hand, 
many scientists think there is enough evidence from a wide range of sources to 
warrant belief in God.  

 
Dr Ruth M Bancewicz 

 
 

https://www.cis.org.uk/resources/thinking/
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‘Music in May’  
The Belvedere Singers are looking forward to entertaining everyone with some 
lovely music on Saturday 13th May at St. Mary’s Church, Swanage, starting at 
7:30pm. Music Director Clive Watkiss has been hard at work devising a varied 
programme for the popular Swanage-based choir to perform.  
As audiences have come to expect, there will be something for everyone, with 
songs spanning many centuries. The singers will tackle two very different pieces 
from the Tudor era, Victorian ballads, and a medley of numbers by Rodgers and 
Hammerstein. In addition, there will be other less well-known surprise items and 
a gifted trumpet soloist, Martin Ings, will be there too. The highlight of the 
concert promises to be a heartbreakingly beautiful traditional love song skillfully 
arranged by Clive and sung in four-part harmony - in Ukrainian!, thanks to some 
dedicated tuition from the choir’s lovely Ukrainian soprano. 
Tickets are a bargain at just £7 (under 18’s free), available in advance from choir 
members (including Stephen Yeoman - 450587) or on the door. There will be a 
retiring collection in aid of Purbeck Connect Ukraine.  
Yes, it is the night of the Eurovision Song Contest, but it will still be going on 
when you get home, so please come along to support the Belvederes and their 
chosen charity – they guarantee you will have a great evening. 
 

 
BRIDGE CLUB Meets every Monday from 6-8PM in Old Harry’s Bar. 
Experienced players and beginners welcome.  

Virginia Lynch 01929 450177 

 
Puzzle Place – Crossword – Ans P31 
 
Across 
1. ‘Therefore let us — passing judgment on one another’ (Romans 14:13) (4) 
3. ‘I — — these persons here present’ (Marriage service) (4,4)  
9. According to a prearranged timetable (Numbers 28:3) (7)  
10. Group of eight (5)  
11. The cell into which the Philippian jailer put Paul and Silas (Acts 16:24) (5)  
12. — Taylor, pioneer missionary to China (6)  
14. Otherwise known as the Eucharist, Breaking of Bread, the Lord’s Table (4,9)  
17. ‘So that after I have preached to others, I — will not be disqualified for the 
prize’ (1 Corinthians 9:27) (6) 
19. Attend to (3,2)  
22. Approximately (Acts 4:4) (5)  
23. Tea rite (anag.) (7)  
24. Rule of sovereign (8)  
25. Test (anag.) (4) 
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Down 
1. The name of the street where Judas lived in Damascus and where Saul of 
Tarsus stayed (Acts 9:11) (8) 
2. ‘The playing of the merry — , sweet singing in the choir’ (5) 
4. ‘We have been saying that — — was credited to him as righteous’ (Romans 
4:9) (8,5)  
5. Dr Martyn — Jones, famous for his ministry at Westminster Chapel (5)  
6. Port at which Paul landed on his way to Rome (Acts 28:13) (7) 
7. Observe (Ruth 3:4) (4)  
8. Minister of religion (6)  
13. ‘I am — of this man’s blood. It is your responsibility’ (Matthew 27:24) (8)  
15. ‘Greater love has no one than this, that he — — his life for his friends’ (John 
15:13) (3,4)  
16. Archbishop who calculated that the world began in 4004BC (6) 
18. ‘No one can — the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit’ 
(John 3:5) (5)  
20. Establish by law (5)  
21. Product of Gilead noted for its healing properties (Jeremiah 46:11) (4) 
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Something for the children… 
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Local Advertisements 
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JT Tree & Hedge Work 
• Tree felling 
• Pruning/reductions 
• Crown lifting & thinning 
• Dead wooding 
• Hedge cutting & 

maintenance 
Fully qualified & insured 
Contact James Tillyard 

T: 01929 450 012 
M: 07950 763 694 

E-mail: 
jt@treeandhedgework.com 

 

J B, C & R HARWOOD 
Trading as C. Gardner & Son 

 

SOLID FUEL & LOG 
MERCHANT 

 

The Coal Depot – Station Road 
Corfe Castle, BH20 5EJ 

 

Tel No:  01929 450246  
or 

01202 747892 
www.cgardnerandson.co.uk 

 

 

 

 The Property Professionals 

for the Isle of Purbeck 
 

 

 
 
 

41 Station Road, Swanage 

Tel: (01929) 422284    

www.corbens.co.uk 

http://www.cgardnerandson.co.uk/
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W F SNOOK AND SON LTD 
 

 
Installers of 

 
 

PVC-U AND ALUMINIUM 
 

WINDOWS – DOORS – PATIO DOORS 
BIFOLDING DOORS 

 
CONSERVATORIES – GARAGE DOORS 

GUTTERING 
 

‘KESTREL’ PVC – U FASCIA – SOFFIT 
 

MOULDINGS etc 
 

Tel/fax 01929 481581 
 

enquiries@wfsnookandsonltd.co.uk 
 

10 YEAR INSURANCE BACKED GUARANTEE 
 

 

FENSA 13202 
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A HISTORICAL EVENT 


