WELCOME TO
ST MARK’S CHURCH

Bell Street, Swanage, BH19 2SA CHURCH"‘%

HERSTON

THIS SUNDAY: 5" July 2026 — Trinity 5

10am Holy Communion Rev Dave Richards
Bible Theme: Genesis 24:34-38,42-49 Romans 7:15-25a
Matthew 11:16-19,25-30

Followed by Coffee and Cake in the Church Room

Gluten Free — please talk to the Welcomer if you'd like a gluten-free
Communion Wafer. We also have gluten-free refreshments afterwards

DIARY FOR THIS WEEK:

e CHURCH & GARDEN OPEN 10am - 4pm, Monday - Saturday,
apart from Friday morning when children from the school are visiting

e Mon 6™ Community Café 10am - 12noon at Herston Village Hall

with Citizens’ Advice, Digital Dorset and the Community Pantry

Mon 6": St Mark’s Choir Rehearsal 6:15 - 7pm Church Room

Mon 6": Carnival Tent Training 7:30pm at St Mark’s

Tue 7™ Junior Singing Club 3:30pm - 4:20pm Church Room

Tue 7™ Fortnightly Bible Study 7pm - 8:30pm Church Room,

refreshments from 6:45pm. The leader this week is Liz Fielder.

e Tue 7™ The next Deanery Synod is Open to Everyone. There
is a presentation by Purbeck Village Quire on West Gallery music —
music in village churches in Dorset before Church Organs and Hymns
A&M were introduced. The event is FREE and it’s at St John the
Baptist, Bere Regis BH20 7HQ at 7:30pm (refreshments from 7pm).

e Wed 8™ Prayer & Share 10am - 10:45am in the Church Room

e Wed 8™ Swanage Town Band Concert 7:30pm at the Bandstand
(at the Methodist Church if wet). Free with Charity Collection.

e Thurs 9" Carnival Tent Training 11am at St Mary’s

e Thurs 9™ PCC Meeting at All Saints’ Hall at 7pm

e Fri 10™ Visit to Church by Puffins Class from St Mark’s School




NEXT SUNDAY: 12" July 2026 — Trinity 6

10am Holy Communion Rev Natalie & Rev Dave
Bible Theme: Genesis 25:19-34 Romans 8:1-11 Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

Followed by Coffee and Cake in the Church Room

Rev _Natalie’s Farewell: Rev Natalie is doing a Farewell Tour of
Churches in the Team before she heads to St George’s Chapel in
Windsor. She will come to St Mark’s Church on Sunday 12" July at
10am. The “Big” Farewell is on Sunday 9" August at 6:30pm at
St Mary’s Church. Natalie will be licensed in Windsor on 1% September.

Churches Together _at Swanage Carnival: If members of St
Mark’s are able to do a Session helping in the Churches Together
Carnival Tent during Carnival Week, please see Dave for an Application
Form. Dave will need to give you a reference and you’ll need to attend
a briefing session. There are 2 briefing sessions this week or you can
attend on Wednesday 15" July at 4pm at All Saints’. There will also be
an opportunity to join in the Churches Together walking entry in the
Carnival procession — details soon. Churches Together Carnival Praise
is on Sunday 26" July at 10:30am in the main carnival marquee on
Sandpit field. No Service at St Mark’s on 26" July.

Pimm’s and Hymns: Sunday 19" July at 3:30pm at St Mark’s. Enjoy
afternoon tea with a glass of Pimm’s (non-alcoholic version available) and
sing some of your favourite hymns. If you'd like to choose a hymn please
see Dave to collect a form. Admission Free — Collection for Christian Aid
Venezuela Earthquake Appeal and St Mark’s Church.

Consultation on the merger of St George’s and St Mark’s
Schools: The consultation has been cancelled. Thanks to everyone who
took part. There are no plans to revisit the consultation at the present time

COLLECT (Special Prayer) for 5" Sunday after Trinity: Almighty and
everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of the Church is governed and
sanctified: hear our prayer which we offer for all your faithful people, that in their
vocation and ministry they may serve you in holiness and truth

to the glory of your name; through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, who is alive
and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION: Grant, O Lord, we beseech you, that the course
of this world may be so peaceably ordered by your governance, that your Church
may joyfully serve you in all godly quietness; through Jesus Christ our Lord.




TEAM NOTES

Meet People from Other Churches in Purbeck Deanery: The next Deanery Synod is
open to everyone on Tuesday 7t July. There will be a presentation by Purbeck Village
Quire on West Gallery music — the music in village churches in Dorset before Church Or-
gans and Hymns A&M were introduced. The event is at Bere Regis Church at 7:30pm (re-
freshments from 7pm). Everyone welcome.

Venezuela - Christian Aid Appeal - In response to the devastation caused by the earth-
quakes, we are being asked to donate via the Emergency Appeal Collection Envelopes in
church, or via the following link: Donate to the Venezuela Earthquake Appeal - Christian Aid

Pimm’s and Hymns; Sunday 19t July at 3:30pm at St Mark’s. Enjoy afternoon tea with a
glass of Pimm’s (non-alcoholic version available) and sing some of your favourite hymns. If
you'd like to choose a hymn please see Dave to collect a form. Admission Free —
Collection for Christian Aid Venezuela Earthquake Appeal and St Mark’s Church.

Friday Fun Club — meets on Friday evenings 6.30-8pm, during term time, in the Rectory
Classroom for school years 4-9 to enjoy food, games and chat. If you would like to join or
need more information please contact Trish Clark at jandtclark@hotmail.com or Tel: 01929
425427.

‘Come & Sing’ Choral Evensong next Sunday, 12t July at 6.30pm in St Mary’s Church.
Our guest this month is Dr Peter Nardone, formerly Chelmsford and Worcester Cathedrals.
Come and Sing event is open to all singers. Arrival at St Mary’s is for a 4.00pm rehearsal
start. Cups of tea are provided between the rehearsal end and the service start at 6.30pm.
All Welcome. Music provided. Just come and sing!

Dates for your Diary:

Goodbye to Revd Natalie - Revd Natalie’s last Sunday before she leaves for her new role
as Succentor, St George’s Chapel Windsor Castle and Chaplain, St George’s School, will
be 9 August. Hers and Joseph’s final service with us will be Choral Evensong at St Mary’s
at 6.30pm followed by refreshments. She will also be presiding at 8am and 10.30am. Na-
talie will be working around the other churches in our team to take final services as follows-
St Mark’s at 10am on 12t July, All Saints at 8am & 10.30am on 19t July, and St Nicholas’
Studland at 10am on 2" August.

Natalie’s installation in St George’s Chapel will take place at Evensong at 5.15pm on

1st September. All are welcome. Parking is available in the town centre car parks. Please
arrive to King Henry VIII gate by 5pm, the police officers on duty will let you know when the
Chapel doors have opened (seating in the Quire is limited so early arrival is recommended to
give the best chance of a view- the screen between Quire and Nave is annoyingly solid!).


https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/emergencies/venezuela-earthquake-appeal

REFLECTION
Matthew 11:16-19, 25-end

Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens,
and | will give you rest.

| wonder how many of you will find the end of today’s gospel reading resonates with your
own experience. Have you ever felt weary from carrying around the weight of the responsi-
bilities you hold, or the weight of worries and anxiety, the weight of grief, of pain, of disap-
pointment, or of the pain and problems of others? | suspect for all of us, the answer is yes.
It is an unfortunate fact of being human that at some point or other, circumstances will con-
spire to make us feel like we are carrying the weight of the world on our shoulders.

But at the end of our Gospel reading, Jesus offers us a deeply compassionate invita-
tion: "Come to me... and | will give you rest." In a world marked by anxiety, stress, and the
relentless pressure of our own expectations, Christ invites us into a different way of living.
He offers not simply physical rest, but the deep, soul-refreshing peace that comes from en-
trusting our burdens to him. It is an invitation to lay down our worries, our endless striving,
and the harsh judgements we place upon ourselves and others.

Jesus goes on to invite us to take his yoke upon us and learn from him, for he is gentle and
humble in heart. Jesus' yoke is one of grace, bringing freedom, joy, and restoration. It is
not a burden imposed from a distance or enforced through fear and harshness. Rather, it is
a shared yoke, with Jesus walking alongside us, teaching us step by step how to live with
gentleness, humility, and love.

In a culture that constantly tells us we must achieve more, prove our worth, and have all
the answers, this invitation is wonderfully liberating. Jesus reminds us that we were never
meant to carry life's burdens alone. Instead, we are invited to walk with him, drawing on his
strength rather than our own, and discovering in his grace the rest our souls truly long for.

Revd Natalie Davies

Team Contact details

Team Rector Revd Dr lan Bird Tel: 01929 422916 (normal day off Friday)
Team Vicar Revd Jo Levasier Tel 07725 343768 (normal day off Monday)
Parish Administrator ~ Karon Quirey ~ swanage.team@btconnect.com

Parish Office Tues & Weds 9am-5pm / Friday 9am — 4pm  Tel: 01929 421117

Visit our Team website swanageteam.com


mailto:swanage.team@btconnect.com

