
         Sunday 8th March 2026 
            Holy Communion 10.00am 

        Revd Ian Bird  
 

         A very warm welcome to our  
           service this morning in  

            St Nicholas Church, Studland 
 
… and a special welcome if you are a visitor to our Church! This is a Holy Communion 
service, and you are most welcome to take Communion with us.  If you need a gluten-free 
wafer, please ask. Or if you would prefer to have a blessing, just bring this Notice Sheet with 
you to the communion rail, to give an indication to the priest. And, if you would prefer to 
receive communion in your seat, just mention this to the sides person (the person who 
welcomed you when you came into church). 
  
Children are most welcome in our church. Do not worry if they are noisy or make a break for 
freedom: we are just delighted to have the children in Church with us. There are toys in the 
two green boxes at the back of the Church - and everyone is welcome to use them. 
  
We do not pass around a collection plate at St Nicholas’ Church, but we are most 
appreciative of donations to help maintain both the Church and its ministry. We have a 
traditional plate for cash donations with Gift Aid envelopes available as well as a contactless 
card payments station at the exit to the Church. If you would like to make regular donations, 
please consider setting up a Standing Order with your bank: if this is of interest, please 
contact the Treasurer, Eric Stobart at eric@thestobarts.co.uk.  
 
After the service, we serve coffee, tea and other refreshments in the Church Hall. Please do 
join us - and get to know us all a little better.  
  
For regular updates on Church activities throughout the week, please find us on 
www.achurchnearyou.com You can also follow us on Facebook. (St Nicholas Church 
Studland) – do give us a like or two! 

 
 

For additional information about St Nicholas Church and its services, please contact: 
Associate Minister: Revd Dr Tony Edmonds 01929 450097 revtonyedmonds@outlook.com  
 
Church Wardens:   Barbara Matthews 01929 450218          barmat18@btinternet.com  
        Eric Stobart           01929 450222          eric@thestobarts.co.uk 
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SWANAGE & STUDLAND TEAM MINISTRY 
St. Mary’s – St. Mark’s – All Saints’ – St. Nicholas 

8 March 2026 – Lent 3 
 

Reading for this Sunday is: Romans 5, 1 - 11 
 

Gospel Reading: John 4:5-29, 39-42 
5 So he came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob had given 
to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by 
the well. It was about noon. 7 A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, 
‘Give me a drink’. 8 (His disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) 9 The Samaritan woman 
said to him, ‘How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?’ (Jews do not 
share things in common with Samaritans.) 10 Jesus answered her, ‘If you knew the gift of 
God, and who it is that is saying to you, “Give me a drink”, you would have asked him, and he 
would have given you living water.’ 11 The woman said to him, ‘Sir, you have no bucket, and 
the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? 12 Are you greater than our ancestor 
Jacob, who gave us the well, and with his sons and his flocks drank from it?’ 13 Jesus said to 
her, ‘Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14 but those who drink of the 
water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become in them a 
spring of water gushing up to eternal life.’ 15 The woman said to him, ‘Sir, give me this water, 
so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water.’ 
16 Jesus said to her, ‘Go, call your husband, and come back.’ 17 The woman answered him, ‘I 
have no husband.’ Jesus said to her, ‘You are right in saying, “I have no husband”; 18 for you 
have had five husbands, and the one you have now is not your husband. What you have said 
is true!’ 19 The woman said to him, ‘Sir, I see that you are a prophet. 20 Our ancestors 
worshipped on this mountain, but you say that the place where people must worship is in 
Jerusalem.’ 21 Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when you will 
worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You worship what you do not 
know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 But the hour is coming, 
and is now here, when the true worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the 
Father seeks such as these to worship him. 24 God is spirit, and those who worship him must 
worship in spirit and truth.’ 25 The woman said to him, ‘I know that Messiah is coming’ (who is 
called Christ). ‘When he comes, he will proclaim all things to us.’ 26 Jesus said to her, ‘I am 
he, the one who is speaking to you.’ 27 Just then his disciples came. They were astonished 
that he was speaking with a woman, but no one said, ‘What do you want?’ or, ‘Why are you 
speaking with her?’ 28 Then the woman left her water-jar and went back to the city. She said 
to the people, 29 ‘Come and see a man who told me everything I have ever done! He cannot 
be the Messiah, can he?’ 
 30 They left the city and were on their way to him. 31 Meanwhile the disciples were urging 
him, ‘Rabbi, eat something.’ 32 But he said to them, ‘I have food to eat that you do not know 
about.’ 33 So the disciples said to one another, ‘Surely no one has brought him something to 
eat?’ 34 Jesus said to them, ‘My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to complete his  
  



work. 35 Do you not say, “Four months more, then comes the harvest”? But I tell you, look 
around you, and see how the fields are ripe for harvesting. 36 The reaper is already 
receiving wages and is gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice 
together. 37 For here the saying holds true, “One sows and another reaps.” 38 I sent you to 
reap that for which you did not labour. Others have laboured, and you have entered into their 
labour.’ 
 
 39 Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, ‘He 
told me everything I have ever done.’ 40 So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked 
him to stay with them; and he stayed there for two days. 41 And many more believed because 
of his word. 42 They said to the woman, ‘It is no longer because of what you said that we 
believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is truly the Saviour of the 
world.’ 
 
 
Collect: 
Almighty God, 
whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, 
and entered not into glory before he was crucified: 
mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, 
may find it none other than the way of life and peace; 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God now and for ever. 

 

Post Communion: 
Merciful Lord, 
grant your people grace to withstand the temptations 
  of the world, the flesh and the devil, 
and with pure hearts and minds to follow you, the only God; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

 
 

St Nicholas Church in Studland is part of the Swanage and Studland Team  
 

Team Rector  Revd Dr Ian Bird    Tel 01929 422916 (normal day off Friday) 
Team Vicar  Revd Jo Levasier   Tel 01929 208217 (normal day off Friday) 
Parish Administrator   Karon Quirey           swanage.team@btconnect.com 
Parish Office          Tues & Weds 9am-5pm / Friday 9am – 4pm   Tel: 01929 421117 
 

Visit our Team website www.swanageteam.com 
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TEAM NOTES 

 

Studland’s Community Coffee Morning Thursday 12th March at 10am.   If you enjoy a 
good cup of coffee and good conversation, please join us for our village coffee morning on 
Thursday mornings, in the Church Hall from 10am to 11am. We would love to see you there 
… 
 

Lent Study Group on Prayer Thursday 12th March at 11.30 am St Nicholas Church Hall 
Join us for study and prayer - followed by a simple lunch of bread and soup. You would be 
very welcome.  
 

Mothering Sunday15th March. Next Sunday we will be celebrating everyone who has 
mothered us. As usual, small posies of flowers will be distributed,  
 

‘Come & Sing’ Choral Evensong   today, 8th March at 6.30pm in St Mary’s Church. Our 
guest this month is David Ogden, conductor and composer. Come and Sing event is open to 
all singers. Arrival at St Mary’s is for a 4.00pm rehearsal start.  All Welcome. Music provided. 
Just come and sing! 
 

Lent Groups:  In conjunction with other churches in Swanage we are running a Lent Course, 
entitled ‘The Prayer Course’. Based on the Lord’s Prayer, this excellent 6 week course will 
enable us to grow and deepen our prayer lives. The next meetings are: 
 

St Mary’s (St Mary’s Rooms) Mon 9th Mar    2.00pm 
St Mark’s Meeting Room  Tues 10th Mar    7.00pm 
Emmanuel Baptist Church  Weds 11th Mar    6.00pm 
St Nicholas Church Hall  Thurs 12th Mar  11.30am 
All Saints   Fri 13th Mar    4.00pm 
Don’t worry if you can’t make all the group sessions at one particular church, as you will be 
able to ‘mix and match’ to your convenience, as each week we will be studying the same 
themes in each church. 
 

Lent Lunches 2026  Everyone is welcome to join us for delicious soup, rolls and cheese at 
the following venues during Lent as we raise funds for the invaluable work of Christian Aid in 
our troubled world. 
Friday 13th March          12:00 - 1;30  at St. Mark's Church  
Friday 20th March         12:00 - 1:30  at URC Church 
You are assured of a warm welcome in good company!  
 
 

 
Funerals/Thanksgiving services in our churches: 
 

David Macrow  Mon 9th March  12.00pm   St Mary’s 
Marian Booth  Thurs 19th March               3.00pm   All Saints 
 


