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  St Nicholas Rota of Readers and Sides persons May 2025 
 
 

Date Service Sides Person Readers Readings 

Sunday 4th  
May 

10.00am 
Easter 3 

Family 
Communion 

 
Rev Tony 
Edmonds 

Ginny 
Stobart  

 Eric  
Stobart  

 
June  

Fletcher          

Acts 9.1-6 
 

John 
21.1-19 

Sunday 11th  
May 

10.00am  
Easter 4 

Holy 
Communion 

 
Rev John 
Cooper 

Carol 
Wadley 

 Peter 
Jennings 

 
Eric  

Stobart 

Acts 9.36-
end 

 
John 

10.22-30 

Sunday 18th  
May 

10.00am 
Easter 5 

Morning Prayer 
 

Rev Natalie 
Davis 

Sally 
Hogsflesh  

Polly  
Warner 

 
Peter 

Jennings               

Acts 11.1-
18 

 
John 

13.31-35 

 Sunday 25th  
May 

Rogation 

Holy 
Communion 

 
Rev Tony 
Edmonds 

Peter 
Jennings 

 
 
 

Lesley  
Cocks 

 
David 

Hogsflesh                

Acts 16.9-
15 

 
John 

14.23-29 
or John 

5.1-9 

Thursday 29th  
May 

6.30am 
Ascension Day  

Holy 
Communion 

 

  Acts 1.1-
11 

 
Luke 

24.44-end 

 
 

Please contact Eric Stobart, if there are any problems: eric@thestobarts.co.uk 
 
 
 
 

mailto:eric@thestobarts.co.uk
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Swanage and Studland Team Ministry 

 
Team Rector: 

Rev Dr Ian Bird 
 

Team Office: 
Tel. 01929 421117 / Email: swanage.team@btconnect.com 

 

St Nicholas Church, Studland 
 

Church Wardens:  
Barbara Matthews - Tel. 01929 450218 / Email: barmat18@btinternet.com  
Mr Eric Stobart - Tel: 01929 450222 / Email: eric@thestobarts.co.uk 

 

Hon. Treasurer:   
Mr Eric Stobart - Tel: 01929 450222 / Email: eric@thestobarts.co.uk  
 

Hon. Secretary: 
VACANT 
 

 

 

Can You Help? 
 

St Nicholas are seeking a PCC Secretary:  
 

To attend 6 meetings a year plus 1 annual meeting. 
These meetings can be recorded for ease of transcribing later. 

 
The primary responsibilities of the PCC Secretary are to support the PCC Chair 

in the preparation and organisation of meetings and to handle all 
correspondence. 

 
Please contact Barbara Matthews (Churchwarden) for more information or 

for an informal chat 
Tel: 01929 450218 Email: barmat18@btinternet.com 

 

mailto:swanage.team@btconnect.com
file:///C:/Users/Office/Downloads/barmat18@btinternet.com
mailto:eric@thestobarts.co.uk
mailto:eric@thestobarts.co.uk
mailto:barmat18@btinternet.com
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June deadline is: 
 

Wednesday 21st May 
10am    

 

sharonywestman@gmail.com 
01929 450358 

 

Late contributions cannot be 
guaranteed.  

 

Note from the editor… 
 

As I compiled this month’s edition, there were a few words that stood out to 
me, giving me pause for reflection. Reflection not just for myself and my 
family and where we currently are in life, but also reflection for what these 
words mean within our community of Studland as a whole, and then for the 
individuals that make up the community we all share. In particular I found 
the words rather poignant when I considered the retirement of Tony and 
Feli, the incredible contributions they have made for us all here, the love and 
dedication they have shown to this village, even during times of personal life 
challenges too.  
 

I know we have not lived here long, but Tony and Feli have been part of our 
Studland experience from day one. The way they welcomed and included us, 
how they trusted me with this publication, and the sincere compassion they 
have shown us over the years is second to none.      
 

So, I take this final opportunity to remind everyone to come and join the 
celebration of Tony and Feli: 

SATURDAY 3RD MAY, 3.00PM, STUDLAND VILLAGE HALL 
 

And for anyone wondering what words got me pondering, here they are: 
Encouragement, giving, change, work, family, friends, future 

 

Reflection is something not all of us take the time for, but when we do it can 
give us an opportunity to gain insight, to learn, grow and develop, as 
individuals but also as a community.  
 

Sharon Westman, Editor 

Mini Poems of the Month 
 

Triumphant, Christ ascends on high, 
The glorious work complete; 

Sin, death and hell low vanquished lie 
Beneath His awful feet. 

Anne Steele 
 

Our Lord is risen from the dead! 
Our Jesus is gone up on high! 

The powers of hell are captive led, 
Dragged to the portals of the sky. 

Charles Wesley 
 

mailto:sharonywestman@gmail.com
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St Nicholas Parish News… 
I hope you had a really blessed Easter with family and friends. Across the 
Swanage and Studland Team Churches we journeyed through Holy Week, 
remembering the Last Supper, Jesus’ betrayal, trial, crucifixion and death to 
Easter Sunday where we celebrated his resurrection and what that means for us. 
At St Nicholas on Good Friday, we had a contemplative and poignant evening 
service and then on Easter Sunday joyfully celebrated the resurrection of our 
lord and saviour.  
 

There were mixed emotions though as it was also Rev Tony Higgins’ last service 
at St Nicholas before retirement. Tony has been an outstanding Resident Priest 
in Studland for over 15 years and has faithfully led worship at St Nicholas and 
well supported the congregation there. Tony and his wife Feli have also been 
active residents in Studland and his gentle and gracious ministry has touched 
many in the village and beyond. Also, he has been a great supporter of the wider 
Anglican team and a wise friend to me. As you are probably aware by now, we 
are holding a retirement party for Tony and Feli at the Village Hall on Saturday 
3rd May at 3pm and all are welcome as we gather to thank them for all they have 
done for our church and village communities over the years. Please continue to 
remember them in your prayers as they settle into post-retirement life. In 
retirement they will continue to live in Studland and Tony, after a few months 
rest, will be leading the occasional midweek and Sunday services at our Team 
churches in Swanage. He continues to be Swanage Lifeboat Chaplain in an 
important year as we celebrate later in the summer the 150th Anniversary of the 
founding of Swanage Lifeboat Station. 
 

So, at St Nicholas, what will be happening next? You will be pleased to read that 
another Studland resident, the Rev Tony Edmonds, will be succeeding Tony at St 
Nicholas Church. Many of you will know him and his wife Diana already and he 
brings to this role a wealth of gifts and experience. He will start at the beginning 
of August. Please pray for him as he prepares for this new role.   
 

Though we celebrated Easter Sunday last month, we continue throughout May 
in our services during this season of Easter to explore more fully all that Jesus’ 
death and resurrection means for us as Christians. Again, I am struck by the 
boundless generosity of God in loving us so much that ‘he gave his only son, so 
that everyone who believes in him may not perish but have eternal life.’ (John 3: 
16). At the end of this month, we will celebrate Jesus’ ascension into Heaven and 
at St Nicholas for the early risers there will be a service at 6.30am on Thursday 
29th May followed by breakfast in the Church Hall – see you there! 
 

From the registers: 
Burial of Ashes – 4th April - Katie Rayment 
Baptism – 6th April - Eloise Mae Lavender 

Wedding – 12th April - Jemma Hodgson and Michael Hamilton-Fletcher 
 

Every Blessing Ian, Team Rector, Swanage and Studland 
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Church Alive Writes… 
I write this as we are about to launch into Holy Week: a week full of church 
activities to help us focus on the last week of Jesus’ life, his victory over sin and 
death through the cross and resurrection. A busy week for the church and also a 
busy week for the town of Swanage, as visitors once again seek refreshment and 
holiday fun in the beautiful place in which we are blessed to live. 
 

This year I have been particularly struck about how separate those two strands 
of “busy” are. Whilst Easter remains the central, defining celebration of the 
Christian faith – the moment on which the Good News we proclaim hangs – the 
wider world in the UK no longer has any real connection with the historical 
events of Jesus’ death and resurrection. Easter for most is about chocolate eggs, 
bunnies and a couple of extra bank holidays. The necessity for us as God’s 
people to make Jesus known is even more urgent than ever. 
 

But for those of us who have been part of a church community for many years, 
we can often struggle to know where to start, with finding the words, with 
knowing exactly how we can make Jesus known to a world that has largely 
rejected Christianity without really having a clue what it is actually about. 
 

At the end of the Spring Term, a group of 12 of us from across All Saints, St 
Mary’s, St Marks, Langton and Corfe Castle were able to go into Corfe Castle 
Primary School and run an Experience Easter Event. This is one of a number of 
events centred around Christian festivals designed by the Diocese of Gloucester 
for churches to run in schools. The material is interactive and aims to engage the 
children in the stories and reflect on the significance of them (without assuming 
Christian commitment). The Easter one that we ran, took each group of children 
on a 6-stage journey from Palm Sunday to Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and 
finally Easter Sunday. It was such a privilege to be welcomed into one of our 
local schools to run such an event and we were pleased to see how well it went 
down with both children and staff, and we really hope to be able to offer such an 
event more widely to other schools in a future year. But again, I was struck with 
how little knowledge most adults have of the Easter Story and how muddled 
understanding is about what is historical fact and what is “Christian faith”. In this 
vein, it was good to be able to welcome Sam Brooke from All Saints, to run some 
sessions in Lent on Evidence for Easter. 
 

The Apostle Peter encourages us to be ready with our answers: 
Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the 
reason for the hope that you have. 1 Peter 3v15. And maybe that is a word for 
you. Do you need to think a little more about why you believe what you believe? 
Do you need to be a little more prepared to explain things clearly? But for me 
the challenge is as always finding moments to have those meaningful 
conversations, finding those moments that prompt questions where we can talk 
about Jesus. (Once you get me started, I’m away!) My guess is that different 
people are better at this than others, and I am always encouraged by the Apostle 
Paul asking the Colossian church to pray that God might provide opportunities to 
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speak the good news: And pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our 
message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains. 
Colossians 4v3.  
 

Perhaps this is the word for us across the team – that we each commit to praying 
for more opportunities to speak the name of Jesus, to explain the hope that we 
have within us, and to invite others to discover the peace and joy that the risen 
Jesus offers to us all.  

With every blessing in His Name 
Rev Jo Levasier 

 
STUDLAND WI – Wednesday 9th April 2025 
The President welcomed all members who attended the 
meeting. Apologies were given for those unable to attend. 
 

This month’s meeting was also our AGM. Our accounts were 
presented by our Treasurer, and these were adopted and seconded. Cindy, our 
secretary, gave the Committee’s annual report detailing everything our WI had 
been doing over the last year. Then followed the President’s address giving 
thanks to all committee members for all their hard work and everyone in the WI 
for being part of a super bunch of ladies. The present committee all agreed to 
stand for another year and members were asked if anyone wished to join. 3 of 
our members were willing to join the committee for the forthcoming year and 
committee roles will be confirmed at our next meeting. Lynn Elliott was 
proposed for President for the forthcoming year, Lynn was willing to stand. No 
other members asked to take on the role and Lynn was duly elected for 
President. A vote of thanks was given by Yvonne Suhr on behalf of all the 
members thanking the President and all the committee for all their work over 
the past year. Our competition cup was awarded to Annie Whitehouse for 
receiving the most votes in our competitions over the last year. This concluded 
our AGM, and we then moved onto our monthly meeting. 
 

Subs are now due for the forthcoming year. 
 

Votes were made on the Dorset Federation budget and changes to the WI 
constitution. A majority of members choose to accept the budget and the 
changes to the constitution. We also had to vote on the proposed 2025 
resolution “Bystanders can be lifesavers”. There was not a majority vote for this 
resolution, we will therefore notify of delegate for the NFWI meeting to vote on 
behalf of Studland WI against the resolution at the National AGM. Trips and 
events were discussed. The ladies are off to Encombe for a spring visit after 
Easter, so let’s hope the weather is fine on the day. As it had been our AGM 
there was no speaker at our April Meeting. 
 

Next meeting is Wednesday 14th May at Studland Village Hall at 7.30pm (NOT 
8th as printed in the WI programme) 
Speaker is Kathleen Aldom talking about “Veterans Hub Weymouth & Portland” 
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WI is here for all ladies of all ages, so why not come along and join our friendly 
group. Fun, friendship and plenty of laughter. We meet the 2nd Wednesday of 
the month, and we would love to welcome you to join us. 

Lynn Elliott 

 
STUDLAND GARDENING ASSOCIATION: The Spring 

Show looked beautiful: daffs, tulips, pot plants and (sadly) only a 
very few veg. It’s the wrong time of year so I think the committee 
should move spring to late June to give us ‘vegetablists’ a chance. 
The main raffle prize of two tickets to the BBC Gardeners World 
Spring Show at Beaulieu was won by Caroline Lampey who will be 

off to see Monty and co. 
May is a quiet month for the Gardening Association, so there’s plenty of time for 
you to start growing your exhibits for the Summer Show. Entries evening will be 
Tuesday 29th July, with the main event on Saturday 2nd August. 
Our annual social visit will be to Morval on 22nd June, 2:30, for a wander round 
the new gardens then tea at Coombe House. Members only, please let me know 
if you wish to attend so we can plan the catering. 

Geoff Willcocks, Secretary  
01929 450342 geoff.studland@gmail.com  

 
Studland History Group : At the March meeting we 

celebrated the 20th Birthday of the Group with a beautiful 
cake made by Ann Guppy, the first Chairperson. 
The next meeting is on Wednesday 21st May at 2.30pm in 
the Village Hall. The speaker will be Peter Sills with “Ball 
Clay Mining and the Railway”. All welcome. Annual 
membership £17 or visitors £3.50 per meeting which 
includes tea/coffee and biscuits. 
On Wednesday 18th June we will be visiting the Purbeck 
Mining Museum at Norden. 

Joyce Meates. Secretary. 01929 439245 

 
BRIDGE CLUB Meets every Monday from 6-8PM in Old Harry’s Bar. 
Experienced players and beginners welcome.  

Virginia Lynch 01929 450177 

 
VE DAY – MAY 8TH: Lighting of the torches at Old Harry Rocks 9pm 
Tractor Trailer rides at the Village Hall from 8pm. 
 

mailto:geoff.studland@gmail.com
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Updates from the National Trust 
Young environmentalists meet minister: Students from the Purbeck 
School were among the first in the country 
to gain qualifications in the new 

Environment Leaders Programme. Under the guidance 
of the National Trust, the 13 sixth form students 
worked on initiatives across the Purbeck Heaths and 
Studland peninsula. They included projects to raise 
awareness of threats to ground-nesting birds, tree 
planting, tracking the grazing pigs and creating an 
Instagram account to encourage other young people to get out into the 
countryside. The students reported that the scheme had helped build their self-
confidence and leadership skills, as well as ignite a passion for nature and the 
outdoors. The award presentation was attended by local MP, Lloyd Hatton. 
(Photo: Cathy Lewis) 
 

Adders – shy and secretive snakes: Now is a good time to glimpse these rare 
snakes in the dunes and heathland, especially 
as they bask in the morning sun to build up 
their energy. Adders are venomous, but their 
venom is used to immobilise the small animals 
they prey on. They aren’t aggressive and will 
usually disappear when they hear your footfall. 
Remember: 

• Never try to handle adders. 
• Keep to paths rather than walking in long vegetation. 
• Discourage your dogs from exploring in long grass, heather or gorse.  
• If bitten seek medical help immediately, likewise take your dog to a vet.  
Find out more on www.arc-trust.org. (Photo: Mike Wenham.) 
 

Beaver belly flop! Caught on camera – a beaver binges on vegetation then belly 
flops into the water! The video below is the first trail cam footage of one of the 
new beavers at Little Sea. We can happily report that since their release in 
March, both pairs of these eco-engineers appear to be settling into separate 
areas of the lake. There are no reports of lodge building yet, but plenty of signs 
that they have been feeding. Watch the video here: 
https://youtu.be/MyZWexnlDH4 
 

Wildfire risk warning: There is a high risk of wildfires at the moment, especially 
on the heathland. Sadly, there have been several cases of arson on other heaths 
in Dorset, so please be vigilant and call 999 if you see any suspicious activity. 
(Note, there are no more controlled burns until November.) Help keep everyone 
safe and protect our precious wildlife. 
 

If you have any queries about wildlife or how we are looking after the Studland 
beaches and heaths, email us on purbeck@nationaltrust.org.uk 
 

Cathy Lewis, National Trust 

http://www.arc-trust.org/
https://youtu.be/MyZWexnlDH4
mailto:purbeck@nationaltrust.org.uk
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Isle of Purbeck Golf Club - What a great time of year! 
The days are getting longer, the sun is warming up, and 
everything’s coming back to life — including the golf season! 
Whether you're dusting off your clubs or already back out on the 
course, there’s nothing like spring to remind us how good it feels to 

be outdoors again. 
We’re excited to offer Twilight Rates throughout May on the Purbeck Course (18 
Holes). Here’s a quick look at the pricing: 
 

Monday–Thursday: After 1:00pm – £65 / After 2:00pm – £45 
Friday & Sunday: After 1:00pm – £70 / After 2:00pm – £50 

Saturday: After 1:00pm – £75 / After 2:00pm – £55 
 

With so many options depending on the day and time, we recommend visiting 
our website for the full breakdown of fees. 
 

New this year — Buggy Service! We’re adding a bit of extra comfort to your 
game with our new Buggy Menu. Simply phone in your order for a quick delivery 
right to the course. On busy days, a roving drinks buggy will be out and about 
offering beverages, chocolates, sausage rolls, and sandwiches to keep you fueled 
as you play. 
 

Live Jazz Returns! Our third Jazz Evening of the season takes place on Friday, 3rd 
May, and we’re thrilled to welcome SWING EASY, a fantastic local jazz band. This 
evening supports Cancare Purbeck, a charity offering help to cancer patients and 
their families. Expect smooth, swinging arrangements of jazz standards from 
legends like Nat King Cole, Ella Fitzgerald, Frank Sinatra, and Doris Day — with 
some Latin rhythms and European touches thrown in. Tickets: £15 (all proceeds 
to Cancare Purbeck). Book at swanagejazzclub.com for non-reserved seats in the 
bar. Bar Menu available: 6:00–8:30pm / Music starts: 8:00pm /Bar open all 
evening. 
 

Dining with a View! As the evenings stretch out, it’s the perfect time to enjoy 
dinner with a sunset view. Our restaurant is open most Friday and Saturday 
evenings with reservations available from 6:00–8:00pm. Can’t make dinner? Join 
us earlier in the day: Breakfast: Daily, 8:00–11:30am / Lunch: Bar Menu is from 
11:30-4:30pm or 2 or 3-course menus served in the Dining Room from 12:00–
2:30pm (£29.50/£33.50) / Sunday Roast: A favourite — we recommend booking 
early! (£29.50/£33.50) 
 

We hope to see you soon — and just a gentle reminder that our dress code is 
Smart Casual. 

For more details, bookings, or questions: 
📞  01929 450361 • 🌐  purbeckgolf.co.uk • ✉️  iop@purbeckgolf.co.uk 

 
 

http://swanagejazzclub.com/
http://www.purbeckgolf.co.uk/
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Corfe Castle Surgery/The Patient Participation Group News 
At our recent meeting it was pleasing to note good representation at meetings 
from across the wide surgery catchment area but it would be helpful to have 
more male committee members - please do contact me through the surgery if 
you would like to join our meeting which we hold on average every four months. 
 

As a PPG we are required to act as 'critical friend ' to the surgery but also to offer 
help and support as best we can and provide a link between the surgery and 
patients if required. We are very fortunate to be registered with the Corfe 
Surgery which under Dr Lepper's leadership continues to provide 'sit and wait' 
surgeries and 'face to face' consultations, something the majority of us welcome 
and would not like to see changed. However, the new GP Contract focuses a lot 
on 'digital' communication which may well be suited in larger practices but does 
create concerns for Dr Lepper and his team who prefer the personal approach. It 
is recognised that for working people a more on-line service may be preferable 
so an access survey is therefore going to be prepared shortly to seek the views 
of surgery patients, please do look out for it and respond so that the right 
balance of access to surgery appointments can be sought. 
 

Whilst October seems a long way off, we did discuss flu jabs, which will be 
available to over 65's and 'at risk' groups during that month. We were reminded 
that the Surgery is required to purchase flu vaccines well in advance to meet the 
practice population, at £15 per vaccine and were asked to promote the surgery 
flu vaccination service. If patients receive their vaccines in alternative settings, 
the surgery is left with a surplus of vaccines which are then wasted. So, please 
do use the Corfe Surgery for your flu vaccinations, a record of the vaccination 
will be placed immediately in your patient record and together we will be 
helping to maintain the financial viability of our surgery. 
 

In recent weeks, in my role as Chair of the Friends of Wareham Hospital, I 
have met with South Dorset MP, Lloyd Hatton. Lloyd is very keen to promote 
services provided in our local community hospitals and to re-establish those 
services recently lost. The Chemotherapy service once provided at Wareham 
Hospital is such a service we are keen to return as it provided a local Purbeck 
based clinic saving patients from travelling to Poole or Bournemouth Hospitals at 
such a vulnerable time. No positive news yet but we remain optimistic. 
 

PPG's and Friends of local hospitals and other local organisations are currently 
working with the Primary Care Network (PCN) to develop the 
Integrated Neighbourhood Team (INT) where the team will aim to bring 
together people and services to improve population health and wellbeing. 
Patient engagement will be an important aspect of this work. 
 

I have been pleased to receive emails through our PPG email address so please 
make use of this if you would like to make contact with the PPG. 
corfecastleppg@gmail.com 
 

Kind regards, Maggie, PPG Chair 

mailto:corfecastleppg@gmail.com
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Swanage Medical Practice Patient Participation Group 
 

Swanage Medical Practice Patient Participation Group (PPG) works with the 
Practice Manager and the GPs at Swanage Medical Practice to help improve and 
shape local services. The PPG is made up of patients registered with the Practice 
who have volunteered to get involved. We meet every two months – and we are 
always looking for new members! Our next meeting will be held at the Surgery 
on Tuesday 13th May 2025 at 6:00pm, when we will be agreeing our priorities 
for the next year. You can find more information about the PPG, including 
Minutes of our meetings and our current Priorities, at: 
www.swanagemedical.org.uk/pages/Patient-Participation-Group 
If you are interested in joining the PPG, please contact Natasha Ritchie, the 
Practice Manager, or email the PPG directly at ppgswanage@gmail.com. 
 

NHS Spring COVID-19 Vaccination Programme: The Spring 2025 COVID-19 
Vaccination Programme is now underway and will be running until 17 June 2025. 
The vaccine is being offered to all those aged 75 and over and to those aged 6 
months to 74 years who have a weakened immune system. It’s important to get 
the Spring COVID-19 vaccination because it will help boost your protection, so 
you stay safer from serious illness. 
You can book your jab via the NHS App, online on the nhs.uk website at: 
www.nhs.uk/nhs-services/vaccination-and-booking-services/book-covid-19-
vaccination/ or by calling 119 free of charge.   
More information about how to get your COVID-19 vaccination can also be 
found at: www.dorsethealthcare.nhs.uk/covid-19-vaccination-service. 
 

New Women’s Health Website: A new Women’s Health Website, developed 
locally with Dorset women, went live on 7th April 2025 and can be found at: 
www.ourdorset.org.uk/women.  It includes advice about women’s health issues 
and where to find the best support. 
 

Mrs Margaret Broadhurst (Dr Margaret Guy) 
Chair, Swanage Medical Practice PPG 

 
Housing Needs Survey 
Church Knowle Parish are conducting a 
housing needs survey as part of their 
Neighbourhood Plan development.  
The survey is looking find out how many 
people with a local connection to Church 
Knowle, East Creech and Furzebrook want to 
live there but can’t because of unaffordable 
homes. The survey is looking for responses 
from people who either live in the parish, 

work there but commute, have family in the area or have recently moved away. 
https://consultation.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/housing/3a7e9908/  

http://www.swanagemedical.org.uk/pages/Patient-Participation-Group
mailto:ppgswanage@gmail.com
http://www.nhs.uk/nhs-services/vaccination-and-booking-services/book-covid-19-vaccination/
http://www.nhs.uk/nhs-services/vaccination-and-booking-services/book-covid-19-vaccination/
http://www.dorsethealthcare.nhs.uk/covid-19-vaccination-service
http://www.ourdorset.org.uk/women
https://consultation.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/housing/3a7e9908/
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Old Harry Bar 
Celebrate May’s arrival at The Old Harry Bar! We have 
been supplying beers, ciders, wines, spirits & soft 
drinks to Studland locals and visitors for 30 years in 
our family and dog friendly bar. Enjoy sunny evenings 

on our terrace. Challenge your friends to a game on our full-sized pool table. A 
warm welcome awaits you from our friendly team! 

 

OPENING HOURS 
MON, THURS, FRI & SAT: 5pm - 11pm / SUNDAYS: 3pm – 8pm 

 

FRIDAY NIGHT MEAT RAFFLE – weekly at 9pmΟΟ 
SATURDAY NIGHT MEMBERS DRAW – weekly at 9pm 

(You must be there in person for a chance to win!) 
 

MAY EVENTS - What’s happening at Old Harry Bar? 
Chris’s Quiz - Saturday 17th May 

Back by popular demand!  Teams of up 6 People 
 

Have you tried our delicious freshly made Italian Stone baked Pizzas yet? 
(Available to eat in or take away - Order on ΟΟ01929 450561) 
12" Margherita - £11 - (Tomato sauce and mozzarella cheese) 

Plus, a wide selection of extra toppings to choose from at 50p each 
 

TRIPADVISOR rate us #1 Quick Bites… 
 

Look out for pop up events to put a spring in your step! 
See: Facebook, Instagram, our members newsletter or visit: 

www.oldharrybar.co.uk 

 
Singing for Joy! 
 

There was standing room only when Purbeck Youth Music’s Singing for Schools 
project produced concerts in Swanage and Wareham at the end of March. It was 
a delight to hear almost two hundred primary school children in each 
concert ‘Singing for Joy’ under the direction of Susannah Nettleton.  
 

The schools taking part were St Mary’s RC, Swanage Primary, St Mark’s, St 
George’s Langton, Corfe Castle Primary, Stoborough, Wareham St Mary, Wool C 
of E and Wool SMSJ Primary. The teachers had worked hard to practice the 
songs which Susannah had taught them during her visits and the result was most 
impressive.  
 

Parents and grandparents came to see and hear their children perform the songs 
they have been learning with Susannah in two schools’ workshops in the spring 
term. Each school had a solo spot as well as the songs they performed all 
together. In one particularly lively song there was also audience participation. It 
was indeed joyful! 
 

The children, aged between 7-9, have been learning to sing in harmony, which is 
challenging for young ears… it’s always easier to sing the tune. They also learn to 

http://www.oldharrybar.co.uk/
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listen to each other, watch the conductor, follow directions and how to behave 
on the platform. All useful life skills.  
 

The Singing Schools project has been funded by the Valentine Trust, the Vinehill 
Trust, Swanage Town Council, Swanage and Purbeck Rotary, as well as other 
generous individuals and groups.   
Purbeck Youth Music will stage two end of year concerts; the first, an informal 
concert providing an opportunity for soloists of all ages to perform in the United 
Reformed Church Swanage on June 26th from 5.30 to 7pm and the second, in 
Swanage Methodist Church on June 30th at 7pm. This will showcase advanced 
soloists including the winner of the Swanage and Purbeck Rotary Young Musician 
competition as well as string, wind, brass and choral groups.  
 

In the meantime, on May 21st key stage two children will have the opportunity to 
see their local world class Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra in action when 
they attend a concert for schools in the Lighthouse, Poole. Transport to this is 
funded by PYM, Swanage and Purbeck Rotary and the BSO.  
 

We rely on the generosity of the Purbeck Community to make such important 
opportunities happen. Please support us! If you have a Co-op card you can vote 
for us on their website as PYM is one of their chosen charities this year. Or you 
can donate easily via our website.  
www.purbeckyouthmusic.org 

Dilys Thomas (PYM Trustee)  

 
Dorset Healthcare 
Leader Takes on 
Ironman Challenge for 
Lewis-Manning Hospice 
Care 
Tim Goodson, Deputy Chair of 
the Board of Trustees at 
Lewis-Manning Hospice Care, 
is set to take on the gruelling 

Ironman Les Sables D'Olonne-Vendée in France in June 2025 to raise vital funds 
for the hospice. 
The Ironman challenge is one of the most demanding endurance races in the 
world, consisting of a 2.4-mile swim, a 112-mile cycle, and a 26.2-mile marathon 
run. This iconic event takes place in one of France’s most vibrant triathlon 
destinations, with a stunning course featuring a canal swim, a bike ride through 
picturesque forests, and a marathon along the famous Les Remblai promenade. 
Tim, a highly respected Executive Officer at Dorset General Practice Alliance is 
currently following an intense 30-week training programme to prepare for the 
race. Tim shared his motivation for taking on the challenge: 

http://www.purbeckyouthmusic.org/
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"My training is going well; I’m putting in the hours and gradually building up. It 
has long been an ambition of mine to complete a full Ironman, having previously 
completed a half Ironman in Swansea in 2024. It’s going to be tough, but I’m up 
for it. I’m training with my friend and colleague Mark Orchard, who’s CFO at 
Portsmouth and Isle of Wight Hospitals, and we’re motivating each other along 
the way. We have fully funded everything connected with the event ourselves, so 
100% of donations will go to Lewis-Manning Hospice Care. This is a charity 
helping people with life-limiting illnesses and their families across East Dorset, 
Poole, Purbeck, Bournemouth and West Hampshire. It’s a cause very close to my 
heart, and I’d love as many people as possible to get behind me and support this 
fantastic charity." 
Supporters can help Tim reach his fundraising goal by donating via his dedicated 
fundraising page www.justgiving.com/page/tim-goodson-2 or by sharing his 
challenge with friends, family, and colleagues. Every donation makes a 
difference in providing essential hospice care for those in need. 

lewis-manning.org.uk 

 
Questions of encouragement… 
This month we remember St Barnabas, whose real name was Joseph, a wealthy 
Levite from Cyprus. However, he was better known by his nickname which 
means ‘Son of Encouragement’ (Acts 4:36). Throughout Acts we see him 
encouraging others in different ways. 
Barnabas was an example of generous giving (Acts 4:36-7), when he sold 
property and offered the money to the church for those in need. In the midst of 
a caring and sharing community, he was singled out as a symbol of generosity. 
Are we known as somebody who is generous to those in need around us? 
Barnabas later encouraged a new Christian in the person of Paul (Acts 9:27). 
After Paul’s conversion and knowing his reputation, Barnabas came alongside 
him and brought him into the fellowship of the church. Are we ready to help 
those who are new in the faith to find a place in our church? 
Finally, Barnabas was sent to the church in Antioch where he ‘saw the evidence 
of the grace of God’ (Acts 11:23). It was a church which brought Jewish and 
Gentile believers together for the first time. Like Barnabas, do we rejoice when 
we see God doing new things in people’s lives? Are we also willing to embrace 
these things and facilitate change?  
Encouragement is one of the spiritual gifts in the New Testament (Romans 12:8). 
It can be greatly undervalued, but is crucial in growing the church. Like 
Barnabas, will we nurture gifting; strengthen the doubters and those tempted 
to give up; show generosity to God’s people and beyond the church; alongside 
strengthening people to move beyond their own comfort zones to help those 
in need?  
Let’s be prepared to ask the following questions: ‘Are there people alongside us 
who will encourage us?’ and ‘How can we be encouragers to others?’ 

http://www.justgiving.com/page/tim-goodson-2
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Words of Hope and Inspiration by  
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 

 
‘The Wisdom of Children’ 

 
 

“Our children will be living in a world which our work and deeds have shaped for 
them. We leave them with a set of values which they take from our lives and 

from our example. The decisions they take and the sort of world they pass on to 
their children could be just as much affected by those valued as by all the 

technological wonders of the age.” 
 

1971 
 

 
 

“Above all we must retain the child’s readiness to forgive, with which we are all 
born and which it is all too easy to lose as we grow older. Without it, divisions 

between families, communities and nations remain unbridgeable. We owe it to 
our children and grandchildren to live up to the standards of behaviour and 

tolerance which we are so eager to teach them.” 
 

1984 

 
 

“The wisdom and experience of the great religions point to the need to nurture and 
guide the young, and to encourage respect for the elderly. Christ himself told his 

disciples to let the children come to him, and St Paul reminded parents to be gentle 
with their children, and children to appreciate their parents. 

 
The scriptures and traditions of the other faiths enshrine the same fundamental 
guidance. It is very easy to concentrate on the differences between the religious 

faiths and to forget what they have in common. People of different faiths are bound 
together by the need to help the younger generation to become considerate and 

active citizens.” 
 

2006 
 

 
 
 

Used by permission of SPCK Publishing https://spckpublishing.co.uk/ 
 
 

https://spckpublishing.co.uk/


17 

What’s the Big Idea? Introducing the Books of the Bible: 
An Introduction to the Gospel of Matthew: This month we turn to the New 
Testament and look at Matthew, the first of the gospels. Although linked to 
Matthew the apostle, it is generally believed that the author used oral tradition, 
written fragments, eye-witness accounts, as well as common material in the 
other synoptic gospels (Mark and Luke). Matthew, in writing for Jews, sets out to 
prove that Jesus is the true Messiah. He connects Jesus’ birth, life death and 
resurrection with the Old Testament Scriptures. In fact, he quotes the Old 
Testament more than any other New Testament author. This is reflected in the 
opening genealogy which traces Jesus back to Abraham; in his use of the 
terms, kingdom of heaven and Father in heaven, reflecting a Jewish reluctance to 
use God’s name; and in the way he portrays Jesus as the Son of David. The whole 
gospel is structured around five blocks of teaching (chapters 5-7; 10; 13; 18; 24-
25). This fivefold division reflects the structure of the Pentateuch (the first five 
books of the Old Testament). Matthew provides a comprehensive context by 
which we see all God’s creation and salvation completed in Jesus, and all parts of 
our lives (work, family, friends and future) completed in Him. At the end of his 
gospel, Matthew records Jesus’ commission to His disciples share this good 
news, promising to be with them: ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to Me. Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them 
to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely, I am with you always, to 
the very end of the age.’ (28:18-20) 
 

An Introduction to the Books of the New Testament – Mark: Mark is the second 
of the synoptic gospels, along with Matthew and Luke. Traditionally this gospel is 
ascribed to John Mark, a close associate of Peter. It was written for Gentile 
readers, probably in Rome during Nero’s persecution of the church (c AD 64-7). 
Mark unveils Jesus’ public ministry with the words: ‘the beginning of the gospel 
about Jesus Christ, the Son of God’ (1:1). The gospel provides a succinct and vivid 
account of Jesus’ ministry, concentrating on what Jesus did rather than what He 
said. Mark moves quickly from one episode to another, often using the 
word ‘immediately’ which is characteristic of his gospel. For Mark, understanding 
the true identity of Jesus is fundamental to his gospel. Jesus asks the 
disciples, ‘Who do people say I am?’ (8:27), to which Peter replies, ‘You are the 
Christ’. This is evident in Jesus’ role as teacher, the call for discipleship and the 
account of Jesus’ death and resurrection, which occupies the last third of the 
gospel. A key verse which helps us to understand the nature of Jesus’ mission 
and how we might live in the light of it is: ‘Instead, whoever wants to become 
great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be 
slave of all. For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and 
to give his life as a ransom for many.’ (10:44,45). As the Suffering Servant, Jesus 
gave His life on the cross, that we might know and share his love. Mark is 
understandably in a hurry to tell us about Jesus: the one who reveals the truth of 
God to us, that we might live in reality, not ignorance! 
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Mental Health Awareness Week - 12th – 18th May 2025 
In May we observe Mental Health Week, at a time when sadly many of us, as a 
nation, are struggling. Roughly one in four of us now experience a mental health 
problem every year. According to the Health Foundation, for young people aged 
10–24 a staggering 45% are experiencing mental health disorders. While the 
medical profession is helping with medication and medical care, many Christians 
are also deeply concerned. 
As one theologian, Professor John Swinton, has said: “Mental-health professions 
play a significant part in the healing process for people. Most people, however, 
are not acutely unwell… they live in ordinary communities, and work out their 
lives amid family, friends, society and church. It is there that the Church can offer 
important gifts and insights. The central intention of the Gospels is to enable 
people to come to know God, and to live with God for ever. Within this 
perspective, mental health is not the absence of symptoms or distress, it is 
assurance of the presence of a loving God who cares.” 
There is plenty of emotional and mental pain in the Bible: just read the Psalms of 
lament, which express sorrow and desolation. (They include Psalms 3, 6, 13, 22, 
28, 42, 44, 56, 57, 71, 77, 86, 88, 102, 120, 130, 137, 142.) Here you will find 
desolation and sorrow – but also hope and assurance that at the end of all 
things, God is still there for those who turn to Him. The Bible assures us that God 
will “never leave you or forsake you” (Hebrews 13:5). As Jesus told His 
followers: “I will not leave you as orphans, I will come to you” (John 14:18)  
The Bible reminds us that we should not be surprised by deeply painful times in 
our lives, as these are not outside the experiences of people who know God. 
However, it assures us that He will draw close to us (James 4:8) and that “in all 
things God works for the good of those who love him” (Romans 8:28). 

 
Deaf Awareness Week – 5th to 11th May 
Deafness is more common than you might think. According to the Royal National 
Institute for Deaf people (RNID), one in three adults in the UK are in some way 
deaf. That means that more than 18 million adults in the UK have some degree 
of hearing loss or tinnitus. And it gets worse. Over half the population aged 55 
have hearing loss.  80% of people over the age of 70 have hearing loss.  An 
estimated 1.2 million adults in the UK cannot even hear most conversational 
speech without hearing aids.  
How does this work out in local churches? Statistically, it means that in every 
congregation of 100 members, there will be 14 people with hearing difficulties.  
As this month brings Deaf Awareness Week, why not ask the people with hearing 
loss in our church how they can be helped to hear better in church. This might 
include: Installing a loop system, or making sure the one already installed is still 
working well. That there is clear visual access to the pulpit and lectern, so that 
people can lip-read. (Move the flowers and candles?) Make sure that the 
speakers do not walk away from the microphones while speaking. Use some 
printed and visual media as well as just audio in church communications. 
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Puzzle Place – Wordsearch:  
 

The Nicene Creed is one of the most important documents in the world. It has 
shaped Christian belief for the past 1700 years, affecting hundreds of millions of 
lives.  
 

So here is a bigger Wordsearch than normal, in honour of the brave man who 
gave it to the Church!  
 

This year is the 1700 anniversary of the Nicene Creed.  Athanasius is the 
theologian behind that creed, and his feast day falls on 2nd May.  
 

Athanasius (296-373) was born into a prosperous family in Alexandria in Egypt, 
and entered the ministry. He was 29 years old when he accompanied Alexander, 
the bishop of Alexandria, to the Church’s first great ecumenical Council, at Nicaea 
in 325. There he saw the council debate the Person of Christ;  

 

How was He the Son of God and also Man?  
Did He really exist before He was born?  

If we worship Him, does that mean that we are worshipping two Gods? 
 

When the heresy of Arius, which taught that Christ was not divine, and not 
eternal, later threatened the church, Athanasius worked with his bishop, 
Alexander, in framing what became known as the Nicene Creed. Our Lord’s full 
divinity was safeguarded in the words, ‘eternally begotten of the Father, God 
from God, light from light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 
substance with the Father.’  
 

For the next 45 years Athanasius’ devotion, scholarship, and forceful leadership 
established the Nicene Creed in the Christian Church. His enemies, both in 
Church and state, conspired against him, and he was exiled five times from the 
See of Alexandria and spent a total of 17 years in flight and hiding.  
 

Athanasius’ name will always be linked with the triumph of New Testament 
Christology over every form of reductionism (lessening of the Person of Christ.) 
 
Words to find over the page: 
 

Athanasius – Nicene – Creed – Theologian – Egypt – Council – Bishop – Debate – 
Christ – Person – Worship – Divine – Eternal – Begotten – God – From 

Light – True – One – Substance – Devotion – Scholarship  
Church - State – Exiled – Flight – Hiding  

Triumph - Christology - Alexandria 
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Colouring in – for the children and the adults… 
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Book Review 
The Tears of Things – Prophetic Wisdom for an Age 
of Outrage, By Richard Rohr 
 

How do we live compassionately in a time of 
violence and despair? What can we do with our 
private disappointments and the anger we feel over 
an unjust world? In his most personal book yet, 
Richard Rohr turns to the writings of the Jewish 
prophets, showing how some of the lesser-read 
books of the Bible offer us a path forward today. 
The prophets' writings reflect a profound 
lamentation about the pain of the world. And they 
also embody what Rohr calls holy disorder - a 
distinct approach to confronting malevolence and recognising the wholeness of 
every living being. 
Drawing on a century of biblical scholarship and written in the warm, pastoral 
voice that has endeared millions to Rohr, The Tears of Things breathes new life 
into ancient wisdom and paves a path of enlightenment for us today.  

 
Local Advertisements 
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Studland Picture Gallery… 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

             ‘The Men of Mother’s Day’                               ‘Spring at Clayton Meadow’  
 

 
Please share your photos - email sharonywestman@gmail.com  

 

  
“Annual Parish Meeting” 

 

Saturday 17th May at 18.30 - Studland Village Hall 
 

The Annual Parish Meeting, lasting an hour or so, is an opportunity for 
residents to raise any issues or concerns.  

Also, we hope to hear about the work of Societies and Clubs in the village, 
and from local employers. 

 

All residents welcome! 
 

Wine, soft drinks and nibbles will be provided. 
 

Organised by Studland Parish Council 

mailto:sharonywestman@gmail.com

