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Rev Jo Levasier writes:

True or False?

How are you at quizzes? As | write this, we are just getting ready
for our version of Tearfund’s Big Quiz Night up at All Saints. A
great way to have fun and raise money for one of our Mission
Partners. We particularly enjoyed the quiz last year because it
had some multiple choice questions (or multi-guess as | used to
call it at school!) so at least you know the right answer is in there
somewhere! True or False questions are of course, even better -
with a 50% chance of being correct, getting at least some of
them right seems likely. So how do you get on with these ones:

True or false...

- K'is worth five points in Scrabble.

- English is the most spoken language
in world.

- The black box in a plane is black.

- If | give money to our Swanage Team
account, part of it will go to pay for
national C of E like the slavery
reparation fund.

/,

You may feel that perhaps that last one statements is not your
standard quiz question, but for a church like ours that is facing a
big deficit, with the membership that we have - it is one of
those ideas that need to be addressed (albeit perhaps not in a
Saturday night quiz setting).

At risk of spoiling your fun, | have to tell you that all of those
statements are in fact FALSE. (I'll fill you in on the first three at
the end of the article.) But it is amazing how many people don’t



give to our church account because they think that is true. Just
in case you are tempted to leave out your local Anglican church
from your financial giving because you know we give money to
the Diocese as a “parish share” and you are worried about where
that (your) money is going to, let me also tell you some other
true false things that you might be unaware of.

Our Parish Share DOES pay for:

- 175% paid clergy posts (as well as contribute to their housing,
training and pensions) This is far and away the largest chunk of
the Diocesan budget.

- A reasonably small central team to support parishes in
ministry.

The Parish Share DOES NOT pay for:

- Our Cathedral or Cathedral staff

- Our diocesan Bishop - stipend, house & working expenses

- Our Suffragan Bishops’ stipends & working expenses

- National priorities & schemes e.g. the ‘slavery reparations’ fund

- Every diocesan office role (10 funded by national church &
other resources)

- A huge HQ staff (only 40 full time equivalent posts in key areas
e.g. HR, Safeguarding, church buildings, finance, fundraising,
parish support & training)

- Running costs of Church of England schools

Here is a visual representation of our Diocesan Budget - in and
out!



INCOME

Investment Income
( .
. Do notice the central

National Church

Gronts (1) Church of England
om0 pays INTO the Diocese
Perochial Fees - rather than the other

(3%)
Parish Share Request Way around!
(71%)
EXPENDITURE

I hope you can see from this that
PEOPLE is the key expenditure -
and most of us will probably
agree that the last thing our
local churches need is less paid
staff - which is what will have to
be cut if local churches can’t
pay their “bit”.

-® Governance,
share discount,
provision &
Sudans (3%)
Administration, HR
& IT (7%)

Expenditure
£18.3m

Supporting Local
Ministry* (89%)

*Including stipends, clergy
pensions and housing, training,
vocations, building support.
fundraising, safeguarding,
working with young people

Seeing things clearly and being prepared to rethink, when
necessary, is actually an important part of what it means to be a
Christian. God calls us to stop and examine our tightly-held
beliefs, to always be ready to recognise we might have got
things wrong and start over. | have certainly had some very
tightly-held but totally inaccurate beliefs along the way (just ask
me about my intensely embarrassing Dutch flag moment
sometime!)

Recognising we have got stuff wrong and starting over is a
constant activity for those who want to follow Jesus! On the 321
outreach course that we have just been doing up at All Saints,



there is a really powerful description of baptism - that ultimate
moment of recognising we have got life wrong and need a really
good wash on the inside and a reboot into a new life and a new
way of thinking.

Historical accounts tell us that when some Vikings became
Christians and were baptised in the North Sea, many of them
held their sword arms above the water. They wanted Jesus and
all that he offered, but they weren’t prepared to stop their way
of life that depended on wielding a sword. | don’t claim to know
exactly how God responds to this kind of conversion, but | do
wonder if sometimes we 20th & 2lstcentury Christians
metaphorically hold our wallets and bank accounts out of the
water! Somehow, we have swallowed the false idea that
following Jesus is not really related to what we do with our
money! (check out the New Testament - you will see Jesus
talked about money A LOT!)

Now it may be that our parish deficit is not something that you
are able to help resolve - but it may be that God is prompting
you to relook at some of your thoughts related to finance and
some of the decisions you make about your financial resources.
Whatever you decide to do, let’s make sure it is based on
accurate facts rather than urban myths!

With every blessing

Jo Levasier

PS If you were still wondering: K is worth 4 points in Scrabble.
Mandarin is the most spoken language in the world. Black

boxes on planes are in fact orange (I'll leave you to ponder why
they are not called Orange Boxes!)



St Mary’s

March Services

Sunday Services

8.00am Holy Communion
10.30am Choral Eucharist
6.30pm Choral Evensong

Weekly Services/Events:

Tues 2.30pm All Things Bright & Beautiful
(particularly suitable for those
living with dementia or any kind of
special need)

Weds 10am-12.30pm T-Pot in the Rectory Classroom

11.00am Holy Communion
(every 4™ Weds with Healing)
Fri 5.45pm Junior Choir practice
6.30pm Adult choir practice
6-8 pm Friday Fun Club in the Rectory

Classroom (term time only)

Sunday School (in St Mary’s Rooms) follows the 10.30am
service on 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month

We now have a convenient QR code available for
anyone who would like to make a donation to any
of our three parishes. Simply scan the code
shown here to give securely and support our
parish.




Sun 8th 10.30am Choral Eucharist followed by
St Mary’s AGM
6.30pm Come & Sing Evensong with David Ogden
Sun 15th 10.30am Service for Mothering Sunday
Tues 24th 7.30pm PCC Meeting at All Saints Church

Thurs 26th 6.30-9.30pm  Purbeck Arts Choir Rehearsal

Sat 28th 1.00-5.00pm  PAC rehearsal
6.30-9.30pm  Purbeck Arts Choir Concert

Sun 29th 10.30am Choral Eucharist for Palm Sunday

Tues 31st 7.30pm Sung Compline

Saint Mary’s Library
New books arriving for Lent and Easter include:

“Dappled Beauty” by Carys Walsh

“Through Lent” with Gerard Manley Hopkins

“Wardrobes and Rings” by Julia Golding, Malcolm Guite, and
Simon Horobin

“Through Lent with The Inklings” (C S Lewis JRR Tokien, Dorothy
L Sayers and T S Eliot)



St Mary’s Notes

By 1st March we are well into Lent, the penitential season of
preparation for Easter. On the 15th March it’s Mothering Sunday,
a celebration of mothers and those who nurture others, as well
as remembering “Mother church”. It’s also known as
Refreshment, or Mid-Lent, Sunday, and some churches have
rose-pink vestments to add a celebratory note to the day. At St
Mary’s we don’t have a pink set of vestments but we will have
flowers, unlike the rest of Lent!

Following the events in Our Lord’s life, on Palm Sunday, 29th
March, we commemorate His entry into Jerusalem. As we read
in Matthew’s gospel, He was “humble and mounted on a
donkey”, in fulfilment of Zechariah’s prophecy, and not as the
warrior leader expected by many at that time. During Holy Week
we have services each day across the Team churches. In recent
years about fifty people attended part or all of “The Three
Hours” at St Mary’s but attendance at the Eucharist has been
double or triple that on Easter Day. Years ago, | heard a sermon
when part of the message was that there was no Easter without
Good Friday; that message has stayed with me ever since. Let’s
hope we welcome some more people in our churches this Ash
Wednesday and Holy Week!

St Mary’s AGM this year is on the 8th March, immediately after
the 10.30am so you’ll still be able to enjoy your coffee or tea
during the meeting! Please do attend the AGM; as well as
reviewing activities 2025 we need to nominate people for
various tasks. In particular, we need at least one new
Churchwarden, several Assistant Churchwardens, and Deanery
Synod reps. At St Mary’s, our Assistant Churchwardens are what
we used to call Sidesmen/women. Other Team churches use
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different titles but the tasks are generally the same. We need
more Welcomers too who can commit to one Sunday a month to
greet people as they arrive for services. Do also think about
whether you could go on the rota for Sunday refreshments.

Avril Harris, Churchwarden

An Evening of Sublime Choral Music at St Mary’s!

St Mary’s Church is delighted to host a special concert on
Saturday 28 March at 6.30pm, performed by the Purbeck Arts
Choir under the direction of John Watkins.

The programme features one of the greatest masterpieces of
sacred music, Mozart’s Requiem, sung with soloists and
orchestra. Also included is Morten Lauridsen’s Lux Aeterna, a
richly expressive and deeply moving choral work of five
connected movements, beautifully woven around the theme of
light.

Adding to the occasion, the evening will include a performance
by the young choristers of St Mary’s, directed by David Fawcett.
This promises to be an uplifting and memorable evening of
choral music in St Mary’s Church.

Tickets will be on sale the beginning of March from Corbens-

£12, or members of the choir.
Telephone enquiries 07974795978 - Lavinia King (Chair)
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Lent Lunches 2026

Everyone is welcome to join us for Lent lunches which raise
invaluable funds for the invaluable work of Christian Aid
worldwide. The dates are:

Friday 27th February in the Rectory Classroom
Thursday 5th March at All Saints' church
Friday 13th March at St. Mark's church

Friday 20th March at URC church

A welcome is extended to all between 12 noon and 1:30 on
those dates for a choice of delicious soup, rolls and cheese in
good company.

PR
. m > Get involved Resources Shop Online Bible About us Q Search
cre

How to respond to The
Quiet Revival

Equip your church to understand its role in this missional
moment by:

¥ Making space for intergenerational conversations
¥ Prioritising discipleship
¥ Increasing confidence in the Bible

See Bible Society Report Page 26
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Regular Sunday Services
March

8am Holy Communion
10.30am Family Worship with children’s groups, except on
2" Sunday All-Age Café Church. 1% Sundays communion.
Weekly Church Calendar at All Saints
All Saints Toddlers Mondays 9:15am
Coffee Pot Thursdays 10:30am
Art workshop Fridays 10am
Opportunities to Pray together at All Saints
Weekly Thursdays 9:30 — 10am
(with a focus on our mission partners on the final one of the
month

Other dates for your diary
Sat 7 Mar: 8.15am Swanage Christian Men’s Group Breakfast
@MacAllisters
Sat 7 Mar 2-5pm Fabulous Free Family Funday! at All Saints: bouncy
slide, children’s crafts, face painting, tea & cake and more—an
opportunity to meet and bless our community
Sun 8 March 11:45am All Saints AGM: come and help us appoint our
new leadership team, celebrate the past year and look forward
together.
Sun 15 Mar Mothering Sunday flowers for all ladies at our services
today—why not bring a friend!
Sun 29 Mar 12noon Bring Your Own Lunch after church @ALl Saints
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All Saints News

As I’'m writing this, with rain hammering on our roof and after
driving through floodwaters in Wareham today, | couldn’t help
thinking of the phrase, ‘Ark building weather!” How good God is
to have given us the rainbow promise. Thankfully we’re staying
dry at All Saints and have plenty to be grateful for.

The new computer, mentioned in the January magazine is how
up and running thanks my fellow Church Warden, John Payne.
This is a vital aid to our services and enables words and images
to appear consistently at the right time on the screens at the
front of the church in addition to all the other technical things
that help everything run smoothly.

You may have spotted that our notice board standing on the
corner of Ulwell and Redcliffe Road has looked the same for
quite a while. That’s because we just couldn’t remove the old
rusty, leaking front - until Dave Richards came along with just
the right tools. And voila! We’re finally making progress. Thanks
Dave - watch that space!

On Saturday 31st January we welcomed of Vince and Cleo
Turner, a husband and wife couple from the Spring Harvest team
who came to do some prayer ministry training with us. There
were about 30 participants - some from other churches (one
from as far as Minehead!)

After some sung worship,
we had a really helpful
session on how to pray
with, and for, other people.
Cleo reminded us that
anyone who knows Jesus

“Dream Team?”,
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which was such an encouraging thought. When someone comes
forward for prayer, we don’t need to be intense or overly
spiritual, just relaxed, normal, and present. The person asking
for prayer has already taken a step of faith, and we simply meet
them there. We were encouraged to listen carefully, and rely on
the Holy Spirit as we pray. In that moment, we’re actually the
least important person in the trio — it’s really about the
individual, the Holy Spirit, and what He wants to do.

The message from the afternoon was that we’re not there to be
counsellors. Our role is to give someone space, listen well and
show that we care. It’s not about having the right words or being
especially skilled. Whenever we pray, something happens. We
may not always see the outcome but no prayer is ever wasted,
and God always hears.

‘For where two or three come together in my name, there am |
with them’ Matthew 18:20

We have also started the 4 week 321 course, mentioned last
month, which is going well. This course is aimed at those
interested to know more about the big questions of life and
includes a meal, a film and discussion time.

At the 10.30 service on recent Sunday
mornings, it’s been lovely to see new
faces at All Saints, including some new _9
families. This is so encouraging, |
especially pleased when we hear they
are not just on holiday but actually
settling in Swanage.

15



We’re also eagerly planning our next Fabulous Free Fun day! 2-
5pm Saturday 7th March, complete with our now-legendary
indoor inflatable slide which isn’t just for the children. We’ve
even had the occasional 80+ adventurer give it a go! The church
and hall get really lively on these afternoons, full of happy
children and parents - most of whom don’t usually come to
church. However, with our own home-grown children
ambassadors chatting away and making everyone feel welcome,
we’re hopeful that some of these families will be curious enough
to join us on a Sunday as well.

Our toddler group, which began last autumn, is really
flourishing. Each Monday morning we welcome the lovely mums
or carers and their little ones who come to enjoy some time
together. There’s always plenty of chance for the grown-ups to
chat with us and with each other while the children dive into the
toys or get creative with a craft activity. Then there’s circle time
singing —complete with instruments to play. We want every mum
who walks through the door to feel supported, relaxed and part
of a caring group.

We are always on the lookout for more helpers. Do you have a
heart for families and little ones? Would you enjoy being part of
a friendly, supportive team that creates a warm, welcoming
space for toddlers to play, learn and thrive? If so, we’d love to
hear from you. Our Toddler Group runs Monday mornings during
term time and we are hoping to find enthusiastic volunteers to
join our lovely team. (Team meet at 8:30am and leave at
11:30am) If you’d like to know more, please contact me at All
Saints or email heather.ascw@gmail.com

Heather Lightowler, churchwarden

16
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DIARY DATES MARCH 2026 MARKS @

CHURCH HtRSTmJ

Sunday 1st March -10am Holy Communion
- 12noon Church Lunch at The Globe
Tuesday 3rd March - 7pm Lent Group
Friday 6th March -10:30am World Day of Prayer at EBC
Sunday 8th March -10am Holy Communion with Rev John Cooper
Tuesday 10th March - 7pm Lent Group
- 7:30pm Open Deanery Synod meeting with
the Dean of Salisbury at Sandford School
Friday 13th March -12-1:30pm Lent Lunch at St Mark’s
Sunday 15th March - 10am Holy Communion for Mothering Sunday
Tuesday 17th March - 7pm Lent Group
Saturday 21st March - 10am - 1pm Spring Clean Day at St Mark’s
Sunday 22nd March -10am Holy Communion followed by
St Mark’s AGM
Tuesday 24th March - 7pm Lent Group
-7pm PCC at All Saints
Wednesday 25th March - 1:45pm St Mark’s School Easter Service
Sunday 29th March - 10am Palm Sunday Celebration! Service with
Rev Natalie Davies
- 3pm Easter Teddy’s Picnic
Monday 30th March - 6pm Holy Week Meditation and Compline
Tuesday 31st March - 6pm Holy Week Meditation and Compline

Choir Rehearsal - Mondays 6:15 - 7pm
Prayer and Share - Wednesdays 10 — 10:45am

18



St Mark’s Notes

What! Is it March already? After the wettest January and
February anyone can remember, we are looking forward, I’'m
sure, to Spring weather. The weather forecasters call March 1st
the first day of meteorological Spring, so we can live in hope!

By the time this magazine is in your hands, Lent will have begun
and we feel that Easter is on its way. Lent is a season of
preparation and with that, one of reflection on the nature of our
faith and, in Swanage parish, we traditionally mark it by
activities which prepare us for consideration of Holy Week and
Easter, as well as giving us opportunity for study and fellowship.
The Lent Study groups are already in action with the one
arranged at St Mark’s every Tuesday at 7pm (and others who are
interested in the subject of prayer) are welcome to join us. Lent
lunches are also underway and all are welcome at St Mark’s on
Friday 13th for some good food (with the money going to
Christian Aid) and opportunity to talk to friends, old and new.

St Mark’s church committee did two valuable things during
February; On the 11th, some members of the committee had a
meeting at which there was training and opportunity to discuss
the important and topical subject of safeguarding. With all the
cases in the news it is a regrettable necessity for churches to
keep up to date on this. There will be opportunity later in the
year for the other members of the committee (and new
members voted in at the AGM on 22 March) to undergo the
course. Some new members of the committee will be needed, so
please decide if it is your turn to be nominated. At the
committee meeting on 23rd February we thought about the
direction of travel of St Mark’s for the months and years to
come - also very valuable.

19



As March draws to a close our minds turn to the Passion season
and Easter. On Palm Sunday we have our Celebration! Service at
which we hope to welcome the Herston Junior Singing Club to
join our choir and band and lead our singing following their
triumphant appearances at our Christmas Carol service and the
January Celebration! Service.

At the time of writing, we are EASTER TEDDY
hoping to see the Singing

’
Club at the February service BEAR’S PICNIC

beginning a pattern on the
last Sunday of each month.

] SUNDAY 29th
Then in the afternoon of MARCH
Palm Sunday we welcome 3pm - 4:30pm
the younger children and
their parents and
grandparents to the latest Of St. Mark’s Church invites you to bring your
dd . . h favourite Teddy Bear and join us for a FREE
our Te y plCﬂICS. On the afternoon of fun, craft, songs, stories and yummy
following days, bringing us to treats at our Easter Teddy’s Picnic in

the end of the month, we
have our Holy Week
Compline services, to which,

once again, we welcome FOfch“dfen_aies&&
accompanie y at
members of other churches N ,\||| least 1 grown-up.
. . ) & e i y o
as our final preparation for MARK %,f%{!;
Good Frlday and the glorious CHURCH HERSTON There will be FREE picnic

food and drink for children as
season of Easter. well as tea, coffee & cake for

grown-ups.

St. Mark’s Church and Garden
Bell Street, Herston BH19 2SA

John Way, Churchwarden.

There are four principles we need to maintain: First, read the
Word of God. Second, consume the Word of God until it
consumes you. Third believe the Word of God. Fourth, act on
the Word. Smith Wigglesworth
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St Nicholas
Studland News

Dear Friends,

Returning to competitive chess after a forty-year break has been
a little dispiriting to say the least. | have reminded myself of the
basic rules and the fancy ones. | have revised some openings and
defences. | have practised some positional play. I’'ve played many
friendly games against a range of opponents. But when | get to
the official match, with clocks and notation and the silent
concentration, oh dear, somehow it all seems to fall apart. The
most notable result so far has been a draw (but actually | missed
a checkmate!). Ah well. A friend who plays rather well provided
me with some helpful encouragement, “It’s not the knowledge of
the individual parts of the game that counts, it’s the integration
of all these into the whole way you play....it will come with time
and practice”.

If you drop into St Nicholas this month, you will find the church
rather bare and austere. There are no flowers and the colour used
for the altar, lectern and the priest’s vestments is purple, the
colour of reflection and repentance. By tradition the word
“Alleluia” will not be used. It is the season of Lent. A solemn time
of forty days leading up to the great celebration of Easter. Lent
encourages us to reflect carefully on who we are and how we live.
Are we truly living lives that bring delight and hope and beauty
and kindness to the world? Are we leading lives that direct our
gaze towards God and His grace and kindness towards us shown
by the gift of his Son Jesus? Day by day, through prayer, Bible
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reading and meditation we can open ourselves to the truth of
who we are and the possibility of who we can be. In some
traditions it is a time of fasting or abstinence. Many folk “give
up something for Lent”. These are ways not just of marking the
season, but as a help towards reflection and thought and yes,
repentance....it turns out that saying “sorry” is a powerful way
of allowing change to happen.

Each Sunday in Lent has a different character. This year we
shall first consider the story of Nicodemus who came sneaking
up to Jesus at night to ask him an important question. Then we
shall drop in on an intriguing conversation between Jesus and
a Samaritan woman. On Mothering Sunday we shall give thanks
for all those who have “mothered” us and see how the most
powerful man in the ancient world was outwitted by three
courageous, compassionate women. After that we shall look at
the story of the raising of Lazarus before we head to Palm
Sunday and Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem. The days
following we shall follow the story of Jesus in close detail as
the storm clouds gather and the events of the Last Supper, the
betrayal in the garden of Gethsemane, the mock trial and
beatings take place. Then on Good Friday we are confronted by
the awful events of the crucifixion. These are hard days to get
through. Our journey through Lent and our Sunday by Sunday
worship are all there to help us. As my friendly chess guru said,
it’s not about knowing all the individual bits, it’s about
integrating them into your being. Lent does just that, pulling
together all the bits and pieces of our lives, all that we know,
all that we are, all that we regret and integrating them into one
being in Jesus. Lent helps us to become more fully the person
God made us to be. And then, and then we come to the
glorious light that is Easter..and yes, | am going to say
it....”Alleluia”

Revd Tony Edmonds
22



Letter from the Dean of Salisbury

“Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you wish, | will make three
dwellings here, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah”
(Matthew 17: 4)

John Hacket, seventeenth century Bishop of Lichfield,
preached that offering to build dwellings for Jesus, Moses, and
Elijah was “.the greatest error that St Peter committed”.
Hacket’s verdict has always struck me as somewhat harsh. True,
Peter does not respond to a scene of unearthly glory with a
paean of awestruck wonder. But then Peter was a fisherman. He
was good with his hands. He was used to mending boats, gutting
fish, and patching up nets. Brought face to face with the light of
Heaven he reverts to type. What can he do? Make some
‘dwellings’ — obviously!

It's a relief to me that we read a Gospel account of the
Transfiguration on the Sunday next before Lent, that we catch a
glimpse of the divine before we descend to the wilderness and
begin the weeks of penitence and fasting. It’s a relief to me
because St Peter manifestly fails to rise to the occasion. He
does not do what the circumstances seem to demand. He does
not utter beautiful words that we still sing as a canticle in our
worship. He does not leave the mountain-top with a serene
countenance and a steadfast heart, forever a changed man. No.
He reverts to type. He offers to get his chisel and plane out and
knock something together.

And this is a relief because the weeks of Lent compel me to
acknowledge that, like St Peter, | very rarely rise to the occasion.
| make vows about abstinence and study, only to break them. |
receive ash on my forehead and daub it on the foreheads of
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only to find myself thinking about my supper. | hear the
gorgeous music of the Cathedral choir and walk in solemn
procession behind them, only to obsess about impossible
neighbours, unwritten sermons, and difficult colleagues. In
short, | revert to type - gluttonous, distracted, and cross.

But perhaps the expectation that | might rise to God’s occasion
or live up to God’s moment is just one more example of human
vanity, one more instance in which I’'m convinced it’s all about
me. It’s not. Lent, however imperfectly observed, leads to
Passiontide, when God in Jesus does not rise to the occasion.
He descends to it. To the scourge, to the nails, to the crown of
thorns. He comes down the mountain and joins us. And that’s
why there is hope.

Dean Nick Papadopulos, Dean of Salisbury

‘PARABLES FROM PALESTINFE’ PURBECK

OPEN MEETING + TALK BY SYNOD.
THE VERY REV’D NICK PAPADOPULOS

TUES 10™ MARCH, 7.30PM

Nick recently spent his sabbatical in occupied East
Jerusalem with the World Council of Churches’
Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme in Palestine &
Israel; monitoring human rights, visiting holy sites,
worshipping in different churches & speaking with
various people & organisations
COME & HEAR FIRST HAND
EXPERIENCES & PERSPECTIVES
FROM THE HOLY LAND

AT SANDFORD SCHOOL
WAREHAM, BH20 7BN
FREE EVENT - NO BOOKING REQUIRED - ALL WELCOME
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TOGETHER Starting week of
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PRAYER

Choose from
2pm Mondays St Mary’s Rooms

7pm Tuesdays St Mark’s Church Room

6pm Wednesdays Emmanuel Baptist Church
11:30am Thursdays St Nicholas Church Hall
4pm Fridays All Saints’ Hall




The Bible Society Action Group - Swanage

We would like to thank everyone who participated in the
‘Bring/Buy a Cake for Bibles’ fundraiser in January 2026 at the
Churches Together, United Service! Thank you for helping to
raise £615 for Bibles that will go to the mission that gets Bibles
to people in both the UK and around the world!

We also share the gratitude expressed by Bible Society in the
letter below thanking you all as well.

THANK YOU for helping to bring the Word of God to many!

Thanks from Bible Society for the Swanage Donation.
From Heather Vandamme, Supporter Experience Officer in the
Fundraising Team, Bible Society.

Hello Liz,

Thank you so much for your email and the photos. What an
amazing Bake sale! Thank you so much for your donations from
the churches in Swanage.

If I can I'd love to mention this and possibly include a photo in
the Volunteers newsletter this month.......

Thank you so much to your Action Group and all the other
individuals that gave their time to make your bake sale such a
success and raise so much for Bible mission.

Many thanks

Heather Vandamme

The January ‘Bring/Bake A Cake for Bibles’ held at Emmanuel
Baptist Church, Swanage

Sunday 18th January, 2026 -
Swanage Churches Together,
Cakes for Bibles and the display
table highlighting the Bible
Society’s work in the UK and
across the world.
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As Christians, followers of Jesus,
our heart is to know His heart! How

do we do that? ;\l_l Scripture is
God breathed.

Would you agree that principally,
this is done through reading His
Word? For indeed, how does one
know the author of a book other
than reading what he has to say?

No matter where we are in our faith journey, reading the Holy
Bible regularly is key to knowing God. If we want to grow
spiritually and learn how to navigate life with Jesus, His Word is
a must!

You may have heard by now about the ‘Quiet Revival’ taking
place as we speak! The increase in numbers of the younger
generation seeking God and the increase in numbers of Bibles
being purchased.

The Bible Society and many others are recognizing the Quiet
Revival which is currently underway as a ‘missional moment’ &
something to actively be aware of and to passionately engage
with!

We hope you will be encouraged to read more of what is being
said about this ‘Quiet Revival’ - the upsurge in the number of
people, mainly young people seeking God and faith!

Please type the link below in your browser for more information.
https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/the-quiet-revival

And in closing, here is something more to consider:

Raising Bible Confidence is vital in the Church for personal
spiritual development and to be ready to meet the needs of
those who are to come to the Church as the Quiet Revival picks
up momentum. What can we do about providing loving,
compassionate discipleship? Your thoughts?

2TIMOTHY 3.16

Liz Fielder on behalf of
Bible Society - Action Group, Swanage
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WORLD DAY OF PRAYER - FRIDAY 6th MARCH

Please join us EMMANUEL BAPTIST CHURCH at 10.30am

‘1 will give you rest, Come’

The theme of the service, ‘Come, | will give you rest’ seems very
appropriate for these women who will not give up sharing the
love of Jesus Christ. This service was meticulously prepared,
translated, printed and distributed a few months ago, long
before the current increased persecution began.

This year, the World Day of Prayer falls on Friday 6th March with
the focus from St Matthew ch 11 v 28-30.

Update

Currently, Christians in Northern Nigeria are suffering
horrendous persecution from Fulani militants; Christian farmers
who have lived on the land for hundreds of years are being
systematically attacked, communities set on fire and families
driven off their land. Open Doors research stated in January this
year, that in Nigeria more Christians are killed for their faith than
in any other country, yet the World remains silent — while their
own Government to some extent ignores their plight and there
is little media coverage. Please pray for their protection, and an
end to the evil attacks. | saw a disturbing report on CBNews
(Christian Broadcasting Network), from Alex Barbir, who had
returned from Nigeria in early February. He described some
horrific attacks and had attended some funerals.

There is a petition you can sign on the Open Doors website
(opendoorsuk.org) and there is also a profound prayer to speak
out, asking for God’s intervention in that area.

‘End the mass slaughter of innocent people in Nigeria’

In Yelwata, Benue State, a predominantly Catholic village, over
100 people were massacred on 13-14 June last year, yet no
arrests yet. Citizen Go website ( https://cgo.ac/scqeZnaa ) also
has a list that you can sign asking for more response from
Governments.
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‘The WDP Service will be celebrated on this Friday 6th
March in over 146 countries. We will share the same service,
(which has been written in many different languages) and
will start in Samoa on the International Date Line, then
prayers continue and encircle the world - through
Australasia, the Middle East, Europe, eventually Africa, and
the Americas before finishing some 38 hours later.

Please join us at 10.30am that day at Emmanuel Baptist
Church and there will be time for fellowship over
refreshments afterwards.

All are very welcome - men, women, children - there is great
power in prayer.

Judy Forgan and WDP team

Whisper of Grace (Facebook post)

Courage isn’t always dramatic.

It rarely feels like a trumpet blast.

Most days it looks ordinary.

It looks like showing up when you’d rather hide.

Starting the conversation you’ve been rehearsing for weeks.
Setting a boundary.

Holding your ground.

Or quietly admitting you need help.

Sometimes courage is public.

Often it’s deeply private.

It’s getting out of bed when grief is heavy.

Opening the email you’ve been avoiding.

Choosing integrity when compromise would be easier.
You can feel anxious and still be courageous.

You can feel uncertain and still take the next step.
Courage isn’t the absence of fear.

Walking into a room where you’re not sure how you’ll be
received.
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It’s movement in spite of it.

God never promised a life free of challenge.
There’s no guarantee of smooth paths or predictable
outcomes.

What God does promise is presence.

A steady, faithful presence.

In boardrooms and hospital corridors.

In kitchens at midnight.

In conversations that shift everything.
Wherever you go.

Into new roles.

Into endings.

Into beginnings you didn’t plan.

Into seasons that stretch you beyond what feels comfortable.
You don’t step into any of it alone.

Because God is not distant or distracted.
God is a courageous God,

strong and steadfast,

who walks beside you in the unknown.
When your confidence falters,

God remains constant.

When your voice shakes,

God’s presence does not.

So take the step.

Not because you’re fearless,

but because you’re accompanied.

Be strong.

Be courageous.

Not in your own strength alone,

but in the quiet, unwavering company

of the God who goes with you wherever you go.
E Hamilton 2026
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We make the
complicated simple

> Divorce & Family Law > Tax & Trusts > Conveyancing
> Wills & LPAs > Litigation > Personal Injury

hklaw.uk

Swanage
T 01929 423301 E swanage@hklaw.uk

JAMES SMITH

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

TRUST

IU's our privilege
(o have vour Lrust

01929 422 445 + OFFICE@JAMESSMITHFUNERALS.CO.UK
JAMESSMITHFUNERALS.CO.UK
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Swanage’s Oldest Established Estate Agents

MILES&SON

Free Marketing Advice Tor Sales and Letlings.

propenyidmlesmdeon. ook 01929 423338 weww il lesas sl ok

Rallway Hounse, 2 Rempstone Road, Swanage, BH1Y 1 D'W

The leading independent Estate Agents
in the Isle of Purbeck

+ SURVEYORS
+ VALUERS
+ AUCTIONEERS

T K90

Corbens

For free marketing advice without obligation,
please get in touch

01929422284 corbens.co.uk
~ BINDON ABBEY Nixonshomehardware
" SCAFFOLDING wanage
WOOL—WAREHAM A family business pursuing the finest
Reliable service and competitive pricing traditions of the trade’
Tel: 07501 465 192 26 Station Rd, Swanage
Tel: 01929 426377
bindonabbeyscaffolding@outlookcom | | Membersofthe British Hardware Federation
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Septic tank owner?
New laws affect you.
Call us for a no-nonsense chat so we can asscss
if yau need a system upgrade to scay legal and
avoid pollution.

01935 507 508

www. burrow-environmental.com

| RN\
(LR

Swanage Lifeboat Station

ooking for volunteers to'join
our Engagement & Water Safety Team.
If you are interested and would like
further information, please contact:
01929 423237
alan_sparks2@rnli.org.uk

Wedding flowers
And funeral tributes

/ N
@IIJS of %" Flowers made with sincerify and from Fome’
4

07966 462974
c.f.m.finch@btinternet.com

budsofmave.com

WF SNOOK AND SON LTD

Installers of

PVC-U and ALUMINIUM
WINDOWS — DOORS — PATIO
DOORS—BIFOLDING DOORS

CONSERVATORIES
GARAGE DOORS—GUTTERING
‘KESTREL" PVC-U FASCIA
SOFFIT MOULDINGS etc

Tel/fax 01929 481581
enquiries@wfsnookandsonitd .co.uk

10 YEAR INSURANCE BACKED GUARANTEE

FENSA 13202

9'.

A Qi

West Dorset 0
Mobile Foot Clinic

Unable to reach or cut your own Nails?

Foot Pain when you walk?

Then why not have Professional treatment within the
comfort of your own home!

+ Nail Cutting, including Diabetic Feet

+ Corns & Calluses ‘*l*
* Cracked Heels e
* Fungal Nails y * ‘ &

* Hard Skin Removal

* Ingrowing Nails

* Thickened Nails

+ Nail Reconstruction E
* Medical Pedicures

Book your home appointment TODAY!
07903 722542 BYFOX, v
Q7712 525058 S tox

roy@westdorsetmobilefootclinic.com

I www.westdorsetmobilefootelinic.com
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In Memoriam

Mr Joseph Edward ‘Joe’ Gadston (80), Haycrafts Lane, Harmans
Cross 13th February at St Mary’s

Mrs Rosemary Ellen ‘Rose’ Diffey (71), Priest Road 16th February
at St Mark’s

Mr John Ormerod Pounder (92), Ferry Road, Studland 24th
February 2026 at St Nicholas

Knitting Wool Request

If anyone has got spare knitting wool, | knit scarves for homeless
people. Not furry wool, just double knitting wool, bright colours
please. My contact details are: Mrs Jocelynne Pfrangley, email
lynnechurchserver@hotmail.co.uk

| attend St Mark’s Church, Herston. Please leave in the church
on the back pew with my name on it and your email address.
Thank You!

Deadline date for March

W ;
VLM Residential Lettings Church Alive! articles

A Personal Service to Landlord and Tenant
Do you have a property to let or are you look-
ing for a property to rent, in Swanage and The 13 March 2006
Tde of Purbeck? |_ b . h d .
T, Please submit to the Editor,

18¢ Commercial Road, Swanage, Dorset BH19 swan ageC h urc h a.|.|Ve@gm a.| l.CO m
1DF

www.wpmlettings.co.uk / wpmlettings @gmail.com

To advertise in

s CHURCH ALIVE!
Andy Lowe Tech Support p[egse contact
No Job too small. Give me a call the Parish Secretary

Over 30 years experience
01929 422597
07593044274

AndyLoweTechSuppOrt@gmail.com

Mrs Karon Quirey
Parish Office, St Mary’s Rooms
(01929 421117)

email: swanage.team@btconnect.com
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Hebrew Word of the Month

Hinneh (N30, hin-NEH) — Learning to Notice What God Is Doing
+ Meaning of Hinneh
In much of life, we are moving quickly — from one responsibility
to the next, from one concern to another. Even in our walk with
God, it is possible to stay busy with prayer, Scripture, and
service, yet still miss what He is quietly doing in front of us.
Scripture often invites us to slow down, not because nothing is
happening, but because something important is taking place.
The Hebrew word Hinneh (nan, hin-NEH) is usually translated as
“behold,” “look,” or “pay attention.” It appears throughout the
Hebrew Bible at moments when God is about to act, reveal
something, or speak with purpose. Hinneh is never casual
language. It is a signal word — a way of saying, “Pause here.
Don’t rush past this”
(J Biblical Foundation
When we encounter hinneh in Scripture, it often marks a turning
point. God may be giving a promise, offering reassurance, calling
someone forward, or revealing His presence in an unexpected
way. The word tells the reader that what follows matters, and
that it requires attention, not haste.
This has something important to teach us today. Much of God’s
work in our lives does not come through dramatic moments. It
comes through steady guidance, quiet faithfulness, and small
but meaningful steps of obedience. Hinneh reminds us that God
is often at work in ways that are easy to overlook if we are not
paying attention.

Why It Matters
We see this clearly in the life and ministry of Yeshua. He
repeatedly invited people to notice what God was doing in
simple, ordinary settings. He pointed to seeds being sown,
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bread being broken, children being welcomed, and acts of
mercy happening quietly. In doing so, He taught His followers
that God’s Kingdom is often revealed not through spectacle, but
through attentiveness.

Those who slowed down enough to notice were changed. Those
who were willing to look closely began to understand what God
was doing in their midst. Yeshua’s words and actions
consistently carried the spirit of hinneh — an invitation to see,
to recognize, and to respond.

As a pastor, | often speak with believers who feel discouraged
because their lives feel uneventful spiritually. They are praying,
waiting, serving, and trying to remain faithful, yet they wonder
whether anything is really happening. If that describes you, this
word is meant to encourage you.

God’s work is not absent because it is quiet.

His presence is not diminished because it is subtle.

He may be inviting you to notice what He is already doing.

This week, may God help you slow your pace just enough to see
His hand at work — in conversations, in decisions, in moments of
grace, and in quiet faithfulness. May your heart remain open and
attentive as you walk with Him through Yeshua.

. 2 Prayer

Lord Jesus, help me slow down and pay attention to where You
are at work. Open my eyes to see Your presence in the ordinary
moments of my life. Teach me not to rush past what You are
doing, but to listen, trust, and respond when You say, “Look — |
am here” Amen.

With love and blessings,
Pastor Israel Pochtar
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The Lamb of God

When John the Baptist saw Jesus walking toward him, he did
not say, “Here is a great teacher,” or “Here is a prophet.” He
said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the
world” (John 1:29, ESV). | want you to feel the weight of that
title. Lamb. To us, a lamb sounds gentle and comforting, but to
the first hearers it meant sacrifice, blood, and substitution. It
meant something innocent standing in the place of the guilty.
From the very beginning of Scripture, the story has been
pointing to this moment. In Exodus, every Israelite family placed
the blood of a lamb on their doorposts so that judgment would
pass over them. The lamb did not negotiate with death. The
lamb absorbed it. In Leviticus, lambs were offered continually
for sin, not because they could permanently remove it, but
because they pointed forward to something greater. Every altar,
every sacrifice, every drop of blood whispered that a better
Lamb was coming. Then Jesus steps into the Jordan River, and
John calls Him the Lamb of God.

That means Jesus did not come first to conquer Rome or
overthrow governments. He came to deal with sin. He came to
overthrow guilt, shame, and separation from God. When John
says, “who takes away the sin of the world,” he uses language
that means to lift up, to carry off, to remove. Not to manage. Not
to temporarily cover. To take away. If Jesus is the Lamb of God,
then your forgiveness is not based on how sincere your apology
was. It is based on the value and sufficiency of the Lamb. If He
takes away sin, then you are not dragging your past behind you
like a chain. You may remember it. You may still feel it. But
before God, it has been carried off.

In the Old Testament, on the Day of Atonement, a scapegoat
had the sins of the people symbolically placed on it and was
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sent into the wilderness, never to return. That image was
prophetic. Jesus is the true and better Lamb. Your sin was
placed on Him, and He carried it away through the cross and the
grave. Isaiah 53:7 says, “He was oppressed, and he was afflicted,
yet he opened not his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the
slaughter” (ESV). He did not defend Himself or resist the nails.
He willingly stood in your place because God wanted you back.
The title “Lamb of God” tells you two things at once. Sin is
serious because it required a sacrifice. God is loving because He
provided the sacrifice Himself. This is not humanity offering a
lamb to reach God. It is God giving His Lamb to rescue humanity.
That changes how you live. You are not trying to earn what the
Lamb already secured. You are not trying to clean up what the
Lamb already carried away. When shame whispers that you are
still dirty, you look at the Lamb. When fear tells you judgment is
still coming, you look at the Lamb. When your past says you will
always be defined by your worst moment, you look at the Lamb.
Even in Revelation, Jesus is still described as a Lamb.

The sacrifice was not a temporary role. It is eternally
remembered in heaven. That means your redemption is not
fragile. It is secure. If you are in Christ, your sin has been taken
away. Not pushed aside. Not put on hold. Taken away. You are
not standing before God as someone barely tolerated. You are
standing as someone cleansed by the blood of the Lamb. The
Lamb of God has already done what you are still trying to do for
yourself. You can stop striving. You can stop punishing yourself.
You can stop wondering if you have done enough. Look at Him.
The Lamb has taken away the sin of the world, and if you belong
to Him, that includes yours.

Brian Romero
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Letter from the Editor

On page 25 you will find details of the Lent Courses that are
being held in our parish churches and at Emmanuel Baptist
Church.

The Prayer Course, led by Pete Grieg, addresses such subjects
as “Listening” and “Why Pray?” Prayer is a vital part of our lives,
and this is an excellent way to learn more about prayer in a
relaxed environment, with others who are also eager to learn.
Five years ago | was in Poole Hospital being treated for stage
four cancer. Because the tibia bones in my legs had been
severely damaged by the disease, | was in hospital for four
months, during Lent and Easter. My legs were held in braces, so |
had to stay in bed, which gave me plenty of time to read. Two of
the books | was lent were “Red Moon Rising” and “Dirty Glory,”
by Pete Grieg.

“Red Moon Rising” and ”Dirty Glory” are the amazing and
completely absorbing stories of the first five years of the 24-7
prayer movement and how the ministry has developed over the
years, a movement started by Pete Grieg. They are described on
Amazon:

Foreword by Bear Grylls. Following on from the success of “Red
Moon Rising,” which tells the story of the first five years of the
24-7 prayer movement, “Dirty Glory” describes stories of
transformation, from a walled city of prostitution in Mexico to
the nightclubs of Ibiza, and invites people to experience the
presence of God through prayer. An autobiographical adventure
story spanning four continents, describing one of the most
exciting movements of the Holy Spirit in our time, “Dirty Glory”
will inspire and equip those dissatisfied with the status quo and
passionate about the possibilities for spiritual and social
transformation in our time.

I can thoroughly recommend both books and also the Prayer
Course, which will be Lent evenings well spent.
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When | fear my faith will fail
Christ will hold me fast
When the tempter would prevail
He will hold me fast

I could never keep my hold
Through life's fearful path
For my love is often cold
He must hold me fast

‘He will hold me fast
He will hold me fast

Those He saves are His delight
Christ will hold me fast
Precious in His holy sight
He will hold me fast

His promises shal
Bought by Himat s
He will hold me



